Why?  An Attempt To Answer Perplexing Questions About the Holocaust
Friday, November 13, 2009  --  8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

18th Holocaust Education Conference held at The Jones Center for Families

922 East Emma Avenue, Springdale, Arkansas

For information: Grace Donoho (479-756-8090 ext. 2210) 
· “Sharing Experiences on the Kindertransport”
Presenters:  Mr. and Mrs. Ken Wilde, survivors of the Holocaust who now live in St. Louis, Missouri.  
Eva Rosemarie Landsberger Wilde will tell her story that began in January 1939 when she left Germany and went to England with the Kindertransport, the name given to the rescue mission that took place nine months prior to the outbreak of World War II where the United Kingdom took in nearly 10,000 predominantly Jewish children from Nazi Germany, and the occupied territories of Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland and the Free City of Danzig. The children were placed in British foster homes, hostels, and farms.  Mrs. Wilde will talk about her journey, her life in Germany before she departed, her newly adopted English family, her schooling, etc.  Her experiences and journey are narrated through the eyes of a child and non-political, as her parents tried to shield her from the growing Nazi threats.

Ken Wilder, Eva’s husband,  will recall his memories of  the torchlight parades and threatening  songs of the marching brown-uniformed Nazi SA columns, , the "Boycott" of Jewish businesses  in April of 1933 and his family’s  late night escape to Prague and the French  city of Strasbourg when some of his father's employees attempted to "Aryanize" the business. In addition, he will discuss his schooling and his parent’s heartbreak as he journeyed with the “Kindertransport."  
· “How Do Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing?” 

Presenter:  Dr. James Waller, Affiliated Scholar with the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation and a widely-recognized scholar in the field of Holocaust and genocide studies.  He has taught at the University of Colorado, the University of Kentucky, Asbury College, and Whitworth University, as well as holding international visiting professorships at the Technical University in Berlin (1990) and the Catholic University in Eichstatt, Germany (1992).
This presentation, based on a book of the same name recently published by Oxford University Press (2nd edition, 2007), outlines an explanatory model of perpetrator behavior that synthesizes the wide range of factors that spur ordinary people to commit extraordinary evil.  The model is not an invocation of a single broad-brush psychological state or event to explain extraordinary human evil.  Rather, it is a detailed analysis of a process through which the perpetrators themselves – either in committing atrocities or in order to commit atrocities – are changed. The model emphasizes three proximate, here and now constructions that converge interactively to impact individual behavior in situations of collective violence.  
·  “Why Do Ordinary People Perform Evil Acts?”  
Presenter:  Nancy Kersell, Lecturer in English at Northern Kentucky University

This session focuses on one of the most crucial and perplexing questions arising from the Holocaust: why do so many ordinary citizens commit acts of genocide? Using current research in Holocaust and genocide studies, as well as psychology, we will examine the core causes experts have identified as they attempt to explain perpetrator behavior in Nazi Germany. Since the widespread Nazi persecution of Jews, the disabled, and Jehovah’s Witnesses required public approval and participation, the discussion will focus specific attention on three groups actively involved in Germany as perpetrators: doctors, teachers, and the police. The session participants will also consider the implications of the discussion for more recent genocides in Rwanda and Darfur.
· “Why Didn’t the Jews Leave Germany?
Presenter:  Dr. David Lindquist, assistant professor in the School of Education, Indiana University Purdue University Fort Wayne (IPFW)
This session will focus on building historical knowledge and determining pedagogical approaches that teachers can use in answering the critical question “Why didn’t the Jews leave Germany?” as the Nazi Era was evolving during the 1930s. This question, which is often asked by students as they begin their study of the Holocaust, supposes that German Jews had: 1) had a sense of the danger they were facing; 2) the opportunity to leave; and 3) places of refuge to which they could flee. It also fails to acknowledge that many German Jews did leave Germany prior to the start of the war in 1939. 

Through presenting this question to their students, teachers can: 1) overcome a common misconception that many students bring to their study of the Holocaust; and 2) help students understand that the “Complex History, Simple Answer” approach that is common to the study of history at the middle school and high school levels does not reveal the richness of historical experiences. 

· “What did Americans do to Help the Jews of Europe?” 

Presenter:  Jacqueline Littlefield, Education Outreach Coordinator for the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine
Who were Varian Fry, Harry Bingham, Waitstill and Martha Sharp and Ruth Gruber?  Why did they, despite the American government’s policy of isolationism, help the Jews of Europe escape from Nazi persecution? This session will look at the few courageous Americans who sought to help those attempting to escape arrest and deportation, and investigate what made them, despite the danger to themselves and, at times, efforts by the U.S. State Department to stop them, work to rescue those in need. 

· “Why Did America Not Seek to Save the Jews of Europe?”
Presenter:  Sol Factor, Holocaust, Educator in Ohio for over 30 years; Mandel Fellow, USHMM
One of the most repeated questions that is asked by students during a course on the Holocaust is why America did not take an active role in the rescue of Jews in the years from 1933-1945. This session will focus in on the roles of Breckinridge Long and the State Department, American Jewish Leaders, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt in dealing with European Jews and the Holocaust. In addition, the session will deal with the issue of anti-Semitism in the United States in the 1930’s and 40’s. Thru video excerpts and primary source documents, the question and possible answers will be examined.

· “Why Did the Holocaust Happen?” 
Presenter:   Elliott Dlin, Executive Director of the Dallas Holocaust Museum/ Center for Education and Tolerance
While not presuming to provide a fully comprehensive answer, students persistently ask” Why?” and teachers must be prepared to give a short answer “while standing on one leg.” Executive Director of the Dallas Holocaust Museum who worked for 22 years at Yad Vashem, Mr. Dlin has crafted a short and clear response to this critical question.

· “Who is Neighbor?:  The Christian Churches and the Holocaust” 
Presenter:   Rev. Kevin P. Spicer, C.S.C., associate professor of history at Stonehill College, Easton, MA  and a member of the Church Relations Committee of the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and a priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross.

The gospel mandate to “love thy neighbor” is fundamental to the practice of Christianity.  During the Holocaust Christians often neglected to embrace this essential teaching in regard to Jews.  Why?  This session will attempt to answer this question by briefly examining the history of the churches under National Socialism.  Special attention will be given to the role of anti-Semitism in Christian theology and its impact on European Christianity, especially under a National Socialist regime.  Finally, the session will conclude by offering an overview of the Pius XII controversy.   

· “Why Did Nazi Germany Target Jews and Others?” 
Presenter:   Sue Schaeffer, Mandel Fellow, USHMM and 10th grade English teacher at Eleanor Roosevelt High School in Corona, California.
This presentation will examine  Eugenics—a concept that flourished earlier in America meant to prove the inferiority of “others” and used  by the Nazis to prove the superiority of the “Aryan race”; racial laws passed to systematically take away citizenship so rights could also be taken away from these targeted groups; the propaganda used to turn Germans and others against them; and the march from initially imprisoning political dissidents in 1933, to euthanizing handicapped Germans, persecuting those who did not agree with the Nazis, moving Jews and others into ghettos and work camps, and then systematically killing 6 million Jews and an estimated 5 million other victims by 1945.  We will also reflect on the lessons that can be learned for today. 
· “Images of Persecution: Nazi Cartoons and the Holocaust”
Presenter:   Dr. Alex Alvarez, Professor in the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Northern Arizona University
This project specifically focuses on the role of anti-Semitic cartoons in helping provide justification for the persecution of the Jews. Through a content analysis of the cartoons found in the Nazi publication, “Der Sturmer,” Dr. Alvarez will first examine the reasons why cartoons and graphic images are such an effective tool for disseminating messages of hate and persecution.  He will then analyze the various themes and messages found within these images and cartoons in order to better understand the specific ideas that were used to persuade the German population into acceptance of the policies that allowed the Nazi state to implement the Holocaust.
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This project is supported in part by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Arkansas.






