DISTRIBUTION OF IDEA, PART B FUNDS TO CHARTER SCHOOLS
The Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit will distribute funds available under Part B of the IDEA to Charter Schools in the following manner:

I. Charter Schools That Are Conversions
A. Charter schools that are conversions are considered to be schools within a local education agency (LEA).

B. Consistent with 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.241 and 300.312, when a public charter school is a school within an LEA that receives funds under Part B of the IDEA, the following apply:

1. The LEA will include the count of children with disabilities served in the charter school in its December 1 child count.

2. All funds under Part B of the IDEA for which the LEA is eligible (including capacity building – “sliver” grants) will be included in the LEA’s grant award.

3. The LEA will serve children with disabilities attending those schools in the same manner as it serves children with disabilities in its other schools.




[34 CFR 300.241 (a)]

4. The LEA will provide funds under Part B of the IDEA to those schools in the same manner as it provides those funds to its other schools.  [34 CFR 300.241 (b)]

5. Children with disabilities who attend public charter schools and their parents retain all rights under the IDEA.  [34 CFR 300.312 (a)]

II. Public Charter Schools That Are Open Enrollment Schools
A. Public charter schools that are open enrollment schools are considered to be local education agencies and will be assigned an LEA number by the ADE.

B. Consistent with 34 CFR 300.312 when a public charter school is an LEA, the following apply:

1. The open enrollment charter school is eligible to apply for and receive funds under Part B of the IDEA.

2. The open enrollment charter school is responsible for ensuring that the requirements of the IDEA are met.  [34 CFR 300.312 (c) (1) and (2)]

3. Children with disabilities who attend public charter schools and their parents retain all rights under the IDEA.  [34 CFR 300.312 (a)]

III.
Reallocation of Funds From a “Traditional” LEA to a Public Charter School Open Enrollment LEA
A. Upon the establishment of a public charter school that is an open enrollment school considered to be an LEA, the Special Education Unit will notify the public charter school that it is eligible to receive IDEA, Part B funds.

B. Likewise, each of the “traditional LEAs” from which the public charter school open enrollment LEA is drawing students will be notified that funds will be reallocated from the LEA to the public charter school as follows:

1. Base Payment

a. A per child amount will be calculated by dividing the LEA’s base payment for the year in question by the number of students with disabilities counted in the most recent December 1 child count.

b. The number of students with disabilities previously included in the LEA’s most recent child count who are enrolled in the public charter school will be multiplied by the per child amount calculated in III.B.1.a.

c. The amount calculated in III.B.1.a. will be deducted from the LEA’s base payment and reallocated to the public charter school.

2. Census (enrollment)

a. The total enrollment for the public charter school will be divided by the total enrollment of the LEA used to calculate the distribution of IDEA Part B funds based on the census.  This will yield a percentage of the total K-12 student population that is represented by the students in the public charter school.

b. The amount of funds that the LEA is eligible to receive based on total K-12 enrollment will be multiplied by the percentage calculated in III.B.2.a. to determine the pro-rata share for the public charter school.

c. The amount of funds calculated in III.B.2.b. will be deducted from the amount of funds for which the LEA is eligible based on census and reallocated to the public charter school.

3. Poverty

a.
The number of students on free and reduced lunch in the public charter school will be divided by the total number of students on free and reduced lunch in the LEA to calculate the percentage of students on free and reduced lunch in the public charter school.

b. The amount of IDEA Part B funds that the LEA is eligible to receive based on poverty will be multiplied by the percentage calculated in III.B.3.a. to determine the pro-rata share for the public charter school.

c. The amount of funds calculated in III.B.3.b. will be deducted from the amount of funds for which the LEA is eligible based on poverty and reallocated to the public charter school.

4. Capacity Building (Sliver) Grants

a. The public charter school will be eligible for capacity building funds, known as “sliver” grants, in the same manner as any other LEA.

C. When a public charter school operates as a residential program that accepts students from more than one LEA, funds will be reallocated from the school district (LEA) of residence to the public charter school in the following manner:

1. An amount per child of all funding under IDEA, Part B will be calculated for each LEA that has a child with disabilities participating in a residential public charter school by:

a. Taking the sum of all funds received under IDEA, Part B and dividing the amount by the district’s most recent December 1 child count.

2. The per child count calculated in C.1.a. will be multiplied by the number of children with disabilities in the LEA participating in the residential public charter school.



3.
Should a student with disabilities attend the residential public charter school for less than a full school year, the per child amount will be prorated based on a percentage of the year attended based on the number of school days in the student’s resident LEA.  (For example, if a student attends 45 days out of 180 days in the school year and the per student amount is $600, then the amount of funding is 45/180 X $600 = 9/20 X $600 = $270.

