ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

EMERGENCY AMENDMENTS TO RULES AND REGULATIONS

GOVERNING THE CERTIFICATION LAWS AND REGULATIONS
1.00
REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Amendments to Rules and Regulations Governing the Certification Laws and Regulations.

1.02
These regulations are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board of Education under Ark. Code Ann.     §§ 6-11-105 (Repl. 1999) and 25-15-204 (Supp. 1999).

2.00
PURPOSE

2.01
These regulations are enacted to amend selected sections of the Rules and Regulations Governing the Certification Laws and Regulations which deal with provisional and probationary routes to obtaining an Arkansas Teaching License.

3.00

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 40.52 REQUIREMENTS


40.52
Requirements

a.
A completed application form

b.
Provide official transcripts indicating at least a bachelor's degree (master's degree when required) to the Office of Professional Licensure.  Credit must be validated by a regionally or nationally accredited college when the degree is from a non-accredited institution.  Transcripts will not be returned.

c.
Provide Praxis scores to the Office of Professional Licensure within the first year of teaching.  The following tests must be successfully completed during the applicant’s first year of teaching with scores meeting at least the Arkansas minimum score requirements as set forth by the State Board of Education - Tests required are:

Praxis II 

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching K-6 or

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching 5-9 or

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching 7-12

and 

Specialty Area Examination(s) (when applicable) 

d.
The Provisional License will be issued only when the superintendent of schools where the applicant will be employed has filed a written statement in the Office of Professional Licensure verifying that the district is unable to employ a certified teacher acceptable for the assigned teaching area.  The filed statement affirms that the applicant will be employed by the school district for the current school year.

4.00

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 40.62 REQUIREMENTS


40.62
Requirements

a.
Submit a completed application form

b.
Provide official transcripts indicating at least a bachelor's degree (master's degree when required) to the Office of Professional Licensure.  Credit must be validated by a regionally or nationally accredited college when the degree is from a non-accredited institution.  Transcripts will not be returned.

c.
Provide Praxis scores to the Office of Professional Licensure within the first year of teaching.  The following tests must be successfully completed during the applicant’s first year of teaching with scores meeting at least the Arkansas minimum score requirements as set forth by the State Board of Education - Tests required are:


Praxis II 

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching K-6 or

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching 5-9 or

Test of Principles of Learning and Teaching 7-12

and 

Specialty Area Examination(s) (when applicable) 

d.
The Provisional License will be issued only when the superintendent of schools where the applicant will be employed has filed a written statement in the Office of Professional Licensure verifying that the district is unable to employ a certified teacher acceptable for the assigned teaching area.  The filed statement affirms that the applicant will be employed by the school district for the current school year.

5.00
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 40.72 REQUIREMENTS


40.72
Requirements for Probationary Provisional Certificate (1284)

a.
Applicant has at least a 2.50 overall grade point average (based on a 4-point scale) or a 2.50 grade point average in the major or concentration area.

b.
Applicant must provide the following Praxis score(s) to the Office of Professional Licensure within the first year of teaching.  Score(s) that indicate the applicant has attained at least the Arkansas minimum score on the appropriate Praxis II Specialty Area Examination in his field of licensure for a standard license.

c.
Applicant must provide the following score(s) to the Office of Professional Licensure within the first year of teaching.  Score(s) that indicate the applicant has made at least the Arkansas minimum scores on the Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST) or has satisfactorily completed the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).

d.
Applicant has presented a letter from an Arkansas superintendent verifying that the district is unable to employ a certified teacher acceptable for the teaching assignment and that the applicant will be employed by the school district for the current year.  Local districts must obtain and maintain documentation to validate the search for a certified teacher, acceptable for the teaching assignment, as well as documentation of reasons for denying a certified person the position.  This documentation must be presented to the Arkansas Department of Education upon request.

e.
Applicant has filed a completed application form for an Arkansas teacher's license with the Office of Professional Licensure of the Department of Education.

6.00

EFFECTIVE DATES

6.01
This regulation shall go into effect on August 14, 2000.

6.02
The regulation shall be repealed as of December 12, 2000.

7.00
EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the 2000-2001 school year begins on or after August 21, 2000; and whereas, there exists a teacher shortage for the public schools (K-12) in the state; and whereas, the timing requirements of the currently existing rules and regulations do not allow a teacher candidate to qualify to obtain a probationary or provisional teaching license without first passing certain testing requirements; and whereas, the Arkansas State Board of Education finds imminent peril exists to the public educational health, safety and welfare of the school children in Arkansas; therefore, the Arkansas State Board of Education and the Arkansas Department of Education promulgate this Emergency Amendment to Rules and Regulations pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204 (Supp. 1999) in order to amend the timing requirements on testing constraints as set forth above to allow for qualification of additional provisional and probationary teachers.

