ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

MODEL RURAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONSORTIUM

1.00 
Model Rural Early Childhood Consortium

1.01 
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Regulations Governing the Model Rural Early Childhood Consortium.

1.02 
The State Board of Education enacted these regulations pursuant to its authority under Ark. Code Ann. 6-13-1 101 (Repl. 1993), as amended by Act 830 of 1995.

2.00 
Purpose of Regulations

2.01 
The purpose of these regulations is to provide guidelines under which local school district(s) may be allowed to form a model rural early childhood consortium to

                      
exemplify the best practices available in early childhood education.

2.02 
It would further be the purpose of this consortium to support and enhance other early childhood education efforts of the Arkansas Department of Education and serve as a training and development site for both students and teachers within the cooperating school district(s).

3.00 
Definitions

3.01 
ADE - Arkansas Department of Education

4.00 
Criteria

4.01. 
A district or districts desiring to form a Model Rural Early Childhood Consortium must submit the following information to the ADE:

4.01.1
Documentation of an agreement, reflected by a majority vote of the local school board(s), to form a model rural early childhood consortium

4.01.2 
Evidence of a plan to identify, assess, and implement known best practices in rural early childhood education.

4.01.3 
Evidence of a plan to become a training site for both students and teachers within the cooperating school district(s).

4.01.4 
Evidence of working to meet the National and State Goals by the year 2000.

4.01.5 
Evidence of staff/parent/community involvement and commitment in the decision to pursue a Model Rural Early Childhood Consortium.

4.01.6 
Identification of and cooperation with community resources including preschool early childhood providers which can be used to enrich the Instructional program.

                      
4.01.7 
A demonstrated commitment to improve overall school performance.

                      
4.01.8 
Evidence of a willingness to examine and change the present system.

4.01.9 
Evidence of a willingness to work toward closing the achievement gap between groups of students and to use existing performance measures or other data to demonstrate desired student improvement.

4.01.10
A budget which delineates local district effort and demonstrates appropriate use of grant funds toward reaching the established criteria and consortium goals.

5.00 
Application Process

5.01 
The ADE will notify districts of The Model Rural Early Childhood Consortium grant opportunity by June 22,1995.

5.02 Districts will submit applications and evidence of meeting, established criteria by 

July 22,1995.

5.03 
A selection committee selected by the ADE will review the grant applications for the criteria outlined in section 4.01.

5.04 
The selection committee will make recommendations to the Director of the General Education Division. The selection committee may choose to recommend an application as submitted, or may recommend modifications to improve the application.

5.05 
The Director may choose to seek additional information or negotiate application modifications prior to accepting the application as being in accordance with published criteria.

5.06 
The Director of the General Education Division will determine which application(s) are accepted in accordance with the published criteria.

6.00 
Funding

6.01 
The maximum amount of funds be distributed to under these regulations to one or more consortium(s) is $500,000.

6.02 
Funds distributed under these regulations are to be used for the purposes of regulations and applicants approved shall document that expenditures were in accordance with approved budgets.

7.00 
Consortium

7.01 
The consortium may petition the ADE for waivers from the Arkansas Minimum Standards for Accreditation to fulfill the purpose of the consortium.

