Description of Long-term Professional Development

Provided by Arkansas Department of Education

 and Education Service Cooperatives

The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) will provide professional books, materials and supplies to be utilized in each type of professional development.  Schools will be required to provide teacher release time for training sessions held during the school year and will be required to provide additional materials for implementation. 

EARLY LITERACY LEARNING IN ARKANSAS (ELLA) is a two (2)-year professional development for teachers in Grades K-2.  Teachers learn how to implement a balanced literacy approach in their classrooms.  The first year of ELLA consists of four (4) days of professional development in the summer and four (4) days during the school year. Approximately four (4) days of training is required during the second year.  Substitute teacher expenses are the responsibility of the school district. 

EFFECTIVE LITERACY FOR GRADES 2-4 is a two (2)-year professional development for teachers in Grades 2-4 who are interested in implementing a balanced literacy approach to literacy instruction in their classrooms.   The first year of training consists of four (4) days of training in the summer and four (4) additional days of training during the school year.  Approximately four (4) days of professional development is required during the second year of training. Substitute teacher expenses are the responsibility of the school district. 

MULTICULTURAL READING AND THINKING (McRAT) is a two(2)-year professional development process designed to help teachers in Grades 4-12 infuse critical thinking and multicultural concepts into the existing curriculum.  Students develop effective strategies for thinking about what they have learned and communicating that information in writing.   McRAT consists of an initial one-week summer training with monthly training sessions held throughout the year.  During the second year, teachers are required to attend a two(2)-day summer institute and four (4) days of training during the school year.  School districts are reimbursed for substitute teacher expenses.  Due to the number of requests, priority is given to teachers in Grades 4-8.

READING RECOVERY/EARLY LITERACY GROUP provides training for teachers in early intervention strategies for children in Grades K-2.  Teachers learn how to implement strategies for accelerating the learning of children at risk of reading failure through one-on-one tutoring and small group instruction.  READING RECOVERY/EARLY LITERACY GROUP training requires graduate work that must be funded by the school district.  After the initial training, approximately six (6) one-half days of continuing education are required annually during the employment of personnel as a Reading Recovery teacher.  

The training for ELLA, EFFECTIVE LITERACY FOR GRADES 2-4 and MCRAT is provided by the literacy specialists housed in the education service cooperatives and the ADE. READING RECOVERY/EARLY LITERACY GROUP training is provided by Regional Reading Recovery Teacher Leaders located in some education cooperatives and the Early Literacy Training Center at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR).  Initial training for all professional development will begin in the summer of 2001with continued training throughout the 2001-2002 school year. 

