Student Attendance

Due to Inclement Weather

This year our state has experienced unprecedented cold weather events.  Two ice storms have cost our citizens countless millions of dollars to repair damages and to create temporary solutions for weather-related problems.  In addition to these expenses and inconveniences, the weather has created planning challenges for school boards and administrators.  Even well thought-out adjustments to calendars will be vulnerable to the next sixty days of winter weather. 

The requirement for 178 days of student-teacher interaction time is contained in Standards for Accreditation V.A.1.  A waiver from this standard must be authorized by a vote of the State Board of Education.  Because a reduction in student attendance days may adversely impact student academic performance, and since we are vulnerable to several more months of winter weather, the Arkansas Department of Education will address the issue of waivers for inclement weather at the State Board of Education meeting, March 12, 2001.  

The health, safety and welfare of students and staff are, and should always be, a priority.  Student academic achievement and academic performance are priorities as well.  We have included a list of frequently asked questions for your information and planning.
Frequently Asked Questions

Can school districts add more time to one or more school days to make up the student attendance days? 

· Standard practice does not allow the addition of time to scheduled school days.  Options given previously for make-up days (Director’s Memo TEC-97-027, March 6, 1997) included using snow days built into the calendar, spring break days, Saturdays, and extending the school year.

Can school districts use Memorial Day as a make-up day?

·  School districts may use Memorial Day as a make-up day when more than (5) 

       five scheduled days have been lost due to inclement weather according to Ark.

       Code Ann. § 6-10-106.   Requests should be made to the Standards 

       Assurance Unit.

What is considered a “full day” of school?

· Standard V.A.4. states that planned instructional time in each school day shall not average less than six (6) hours per day or thirty (30) hours per week.

Can school districts change previously approved waiver days, above the required 30 mandated hours, as reflected in Director’s Memo SI-00-094 and IT-01-004? 

· School districts may change the date by submitting a change to the Standards Assurance Unit.  A district must meet the established Rules and Regulations for Professional Development. 
Can school districts request an additional waiver day for professional development even though the deadline was August 1, 2000?

· The August 1 deadline is firm.  However, appeals can be made to the Director’s Office.  Any deviation from previously approved waivers must have prior approval from the Director’s Office.

