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Stewart B. McKinney Education for Homeless Children and Youth Grant

Application GUIDELINES

2001-2002 Projects

Deadline:  Received by June 21, 2001

Susan Underwood, Homeless Coordinator

Arkansas Department of Education

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 402-A

Little Rock, AR  72201

501-682-4847  

sunderwood@arkedu.k12.ar.us


PURPOSE:

According to Public Law 103-382, Sections 721-726, Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistant Act: Education for Homeless Children and Youth (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) of 1990, as amended in Title VII Subtitle B of Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA) of 1994, the purpose is to ensure that all homeless children and youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including public preschool education, provided to other children and youth.  

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:

The local education agencies that have identified, documented (according to the federal descriptors), and are serving homeless children and youth located within Arkansas will be eligible to apply on a competitive basis for grant funds to provide educational support.  Applicants will develop:

· programs to promote the enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless children and youth in school;

· projects which provide tutoring, remediation, and supplemental related services to homeless students; and

· programs that document effective collaboration among the school district and human service providers to ensure that homeless children and youth receive services as addressed within the McKinney legislation.

PROGRAM ELEMENTS: 

The local education agency (LEA) applicants receiving these federal funds are required to use these grants to:

· continue the education of homeless children and youth at either their “school of origin,” or the school serving the attendance area in which they are actually residing, based on their “best interest”;

· provide homeless children and youth services comparable to those offered other students, including transportation, special education, compensatory education, vocational education, school meals, and programs for talented and gifted students;

· maintain school records to make them available in a timely manner when children enter new school districts; and

· provide activities and services to homeless children and youth that enable them to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school or preschool programs. 

The LEAs receiving subgrant funds shall:

· Ensure that homeless children and youth have access to the education and other services needed to enable them to meet the same challenging State student performance standards to which all students are held, which could include:

· tutoring and remedial education;

· before, after-school and summer programs;

· early childhood or preschool programs;

· school meal programs;

· clothing and school supplies;

· assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation;

· development of tracking systems or computer linkage for academic records, health/immunization records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluation for special services or programs to be available and transferred in a timely manner;

· essential emergency assistance;

· referral services for medical, dental, mental, and other health services;

· parent education and training for the parents and families; and

· address needs related to domestic violence such as counseling and referrals.

· Review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to homeless children’s enrollment in the school that is in their best interest to attend;

· designate a homeless liaison;

· develop and implement professional development programs for school personnel to heighten their awareness of, and ability to respond to, the educational problems of homeless children and youth;

· coordinate with local service providers and social service agencies providing services to homeless families and their children;

· coordinate with state and local housing agencies responsible for developing comprehensive housing affordability strategies; and,

· ensure that funds are in addition to the regular academic program and to guard against the segregation of homeless children and youth.

Frequently identified barriers and challenges to school enrollment and attendance concerning the homeless children and youth shall be addressed by all LEAs:

· identifying homeless students within the district;

· transferring and maintaining educational and health records;

· academic deficits caused by environmental deprivation;

· timely, appropriate, and multi-disciplinary assessments;

· difficulties in completing evaluations for special services due to transience;

· ensure equal access to all services;

· educators’ lack of awareness, sensitivity, and staff-development related to the needs of homeless students;

· school district misinterpretation of residency issues and guardian issues;

· mobility issues as they relate to school enrollment;

· transportation issues;

· risk of danger to children fleeing domestic violence;

· homeless parents’ lack of awareness of how to effectively advocate for their children’s opportunities, rights and responsibilities regarding the education of their children;

· emotional conflicts and adjustments experienced by homeless students;

· medical, dental, mental, and other related needs;

· involving the preschool population in existing programs; and

· lack of coordination with existing school and community programs.

APPLICATION AND DEADLINE:

The original with signatures in blue ink and three copies of the application must be received in the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), at the address below, by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, 2001.  Applications that are incomplete, faxed, or received after June 21, 2001, will not be reviewed.  The ADE is not responsible for late delivery from any delivery service.  Staple the application rather than using other forms of binding.  The application, instructions, and resources are available on the ADE web at: arkedu.state.ar.us 

For further information, contact:

Susan Underwood, Homeless Coordinator

Arkansas Department of Education

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 402-A

Little Rock, AR 72201

(501) 682-4847 or E-mail: sunderwood@arkedu.k12.ar.us 

BUDGET:

The Stewart B. McKinney Homeless funds will be awarded to local education agencies (LEAs) through competitive grants based on the demonstration of need.  The grantees must apply annually as a new applicant, providing current data to support the need for funds.  Fiscal and progress reports will be required during the project period.  The duration of the grant award shall be for terms not to exceed three years.

The maximum amount to be awarded to a LEA will be $300 per homeless pupil identified to receive services or $25,000, whichever is less.   

PROJECT PERIOD:

The funding cycle for this award is July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002.

APPLICATION CONTENT:

(100 total points)

· Cover Sheet and Project Information.  

Forms provided in the RFP are required.  
· Meeting the purposes of the authorizing statute.  

The proposal will demonstrate in detail how the project will accomplish meeting the statutes of Public Law 103-382, Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistant Act. 
(30 points)
· Extent of need for the project.  
The proposal will describe and justify the need for the program.    

(25 points) 

· Project Design.  
The proposal will demonstrate a clear relationship between the need identified, project objectives, and the overall project goal. 





(30 points)

· Reasonableness of budget as listed on the budget form and in the budget justification.  
The proposal will present and justify the reasonableness of the budgeted items as they relate to the proposed activities.  Use form provided in RFP.



(15 points)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE:

The local homeless project will be monitored during the project period for compliance with the approved project application in the following areas:

1) Progress of meeting the goals and objectives of the approved application.

2) The quality and extent of services provided for the eligible participants.

3) Reviewing the documentation of activities:  identification, recruitment, and enrollment of students, educational and support services as defined in the action plan and fiscal management.

School administrators and staff are encouraged to attend and participate in technical assistance workshops.  The presentation of strategies, resources, networking, ideas, and effective programs designed to assist homeless preschool and school-age children and youth provide support and information.  Workshop opportunities are available during the:  

· Annual Arkansas Interagency Homeless Conference in September 2001.

· Thirteenth Annual National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) Conference on October 13-16, 2001, in Detroit, Michigan.

· Mid-Winter Conference 2002. 

SELECTION:

Applications will be reviewed by a review panel consisting of a variety of members representing programs and services such as the Arkansas Department of Education; Title 1; Special Education, Early Childhood; Health Department; Language for Minority Students; Homeless Providers; and Shelter Providers.

Stewart B. McKinney Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program

Application Contents and Checklist

Grant application must be submitted in the following order:

1. Application and Project Forms (use provided forms)




(
2. Assurances (use provided forms)






(
3. Project Narrative (use project narrative outline and scoring rubric as guides)
(
4. Action Plans (use forms provided)






(
5. Program Staff Information (use form provided)




(
6. Budget Application (use form provided) & Budget Justification


(
Grant Guidelines

The following are required elements in order for the application to be eligible for the review process:

· Original application with signatures in blue ink and three copies.

· Use the provided forms – complete all information and supply proper signatures.

· Incomplete, faxed, or late applications will not be reviewed. 

· Double-space using 12-point font. 

· Place the name of the program at the top or bottom of each page.

· Number all pages.

· Staple the application rather than using other forms of binding.

· Complete and label each section as outlined in the RFP.  

· Any incomplete section will result in minimum point scoring as designated by the scoring rubric.  Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation will impact a positive review. 

· Grant applications and attachments become property of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) and will not be returned.

· The ADE is not responsible for late delivery from any delivery service.

· Proposals must be received by 4:30 p.m. on June 21, 2001.

Mail or deliver to:

Susan Underwood, Homeless Coordinator

Arkansas Department of Education

#4 Capitol Mall, Room 402-A

Little Rock, AR 72201

Stewart B. McKinney Education for Homeless Children and Youth


Request for Proposals (RFP)





July 1, 2001 – June 30, 2002


Deadline:  June 21, 2001 by 4:30 p.m.
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