Arkansas Community Foundation

Bridge Fund Grant Program

Purpose

The Bridge Fund makes grants throughout Arkansas to community, school, and college libraries for improving access to information and services to patrons, and upgrading history and reference collections. Also, for schools, archives, local county and state historical societies, and museums for projects to provide training for teachers of state and local history, and to increase the knowledge and understanding of Arkansas history, especially through research and publication, with an emphasis on county and local history projects.

Eligibility
· Any public, school, or college library in Arkansas.

· Any 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization such as archives, museums or historical societies in Arkansas.

· Individuals or for profit entities may be considered under certain circumstances such as when they have an IRS approved 501(c) 3 nonprofit partner. Nonprofit partner must submit the grant proposal. 

Types of programs and projects
The Bridge Fund is flexible and open to projects that will accomplish the following:

· Offer new approaches and upgrades to Arkansas history and reference collections

· Enhance the knowledge and understanding of Arkansas history through teacher training or curricula

· Enhance the knowledge and understanding of Arkansas history through research and publication  

· Offer new approaches and programs in Arkansas schools, libraries and archives, as well as local, county and state historical societies and museums

· Offer improved computer technology in public, state or school libraries throughout the state of Arkansas

· Planning grants related to any of the above

Grant amount

Grants are typically between $1000 to $25,000, but rarely exceed $5,000.

Selection

Applications that are incomplete will be eliminated in an initial screening.  The Bridge Fund Grant Advisory Committee will review and rank the proposals based on the eligibility and program criteria listed above.  The Grant Advisory Committee will select the grantees, based on merit and available funding, for recommendation to the ACF Board of Directors.  Grant recipients will be announced in May.
The Arkansas Community Foundation

Bridge Fund Grant Application

Deadline March 15, 2002

IMPORTANT: Limit your proposal to no more than three (3) single sided 8 ½ X 11 pages not including the required attachments.  Submit one original and two copies of the proposal.  The 3 pages should include the following information:

1. Name and complete address (including zip) of applying organization

2. Phone, fax and email of organization

3. Name and title of project director 

4. Project title 

5. Project beginning and ending date 

6. Amount requested

7. Estimated number of program participants if applicable

8. Brief Summary of the Project limited to no more than 50 words

9. Background (describe the problem, challenge, need or opportunity to be addressed and why it was chosen, how the proposed project was developed, who was involved in the planning, etc.)

10. Proposed project (describe what will take place, where it will happen, who will make it happen, who will participate, etc.)

11. Anticipated outcomes to be evaluated (describe the changes you expect to occur, how the changes will address the situation described in #8 above; how you plan to determine if the expected outcomes did happen as a result of the project; and how will the change be measured)

12. Capacity of applicant (describe how the organization and project director are qualified to carry out the project)

13. Partnerships (list others, if applicable, who are your partners in the project.)  Attach a letter that describes their role and what each will contribute to the partnership

14. Local contributions (describe cash or in-kind contributions you have received or expect to receive from your community or other sources)

15. Project sustainability (describe and attach evidence, if applicable, for how your project will be sustained beyond the grant period, if applicable)

16. Attach the following documents:

16. Itemized project budget 

16. Copy of IRS 501(c)(3) tax exempt letter or proof of being a tax exempt entity such as a school, church, or government entity

16. List of organization’s board of directors with addresses and phone numbers.  Be sure both the project director and the Board Chair or Official Representative of the Organization signs the proposal.


