 ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PROPOSED EMERGENCY

AMENDMENTS TO RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING

APPLYING TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL AREA OF CERTIFICATION TO AN EXISTING ARKANSAS CERTIFICATE

PROPOSED JUNE 11, 2001

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules and Regulations amending the current Rules and Regulations Governing Certification and Licensure.

1.02
These regulations are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board of Education under Ark Code § Ann. 6-11-105 (Repl.  1999) and 25-15-204    

                     (supp.  1999).

2.00    PURPOSE

2.01 
The purpose of these Emergency Rules and Regulations is to add amendments         

to selected sections of the current Rules and Regulations Governing Certification and Licensure which deal with adding an additional area of certification/licensure to an existing Arkansas certificate/license and Probationary Route Certification. 

3.00 AMENDMENT FOR ADDING AN ADDITIONAL AREA OF LICENSURE OR ENDORSEMENT PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1, 2001

3.01 Effective May 14, 2001, Deficiency and Removal Plans (DRPs) will no longer be issued in selected areas.

3.02 Teachers petitioning to add additional areas of licensure or endorsements may file a DRP for their selected area with the Office of Professional Licensure by August 31, 2001.

3.03 Teachers with a DRP(s) on file with the Office of Professional Licensure prior to September 1, 2001 will have until December 31, 2003 to complete all DRP requirements for adding that additional area or endorsement to their current license.

3.04 Teachers must have a valid Arkansas teaching license in order to add an additional area of licensure or endorsement.

3.05 Teachers with a DRP(s) on file with the Office of Professional Licensure prior to September 1, 2001, may elect to successfully complete the appropriate Praxis II assessment(s) at any time. The DRP(s) requirement will be considered to be fully met when the teacher meets or exceeds the cut score(s).

3.06 Teachers petitioning to add an additional licensure area or endorsement for areas(s) for which a DRP is no longer issued as of May 14, 2001, may do so by completing all DRP coursework and assessment requirements and providing the necessary documentation to the Office of Professional Licensure by December 31, 2001 or they may elect to just successfully complete the appropriate Praxis II assessment(s).

3.07 Teachers, who do not complete all DRP requirements prior to December 31, 2003, will have to meet requirements for adding licensure areas or endorsements under the new Additional Licensure Plans.

3.08 Teachers or administrators enrolled in degree programs and/or completing DRP requirements for any area of educational administration must have a DRP on file in the Office of Professional Licensure prior to September 1, 2001, and must have all coursework completed by December 31, 2002.  The applicant will have until June 30, 2002, to take and pass the PRAXIS II Specialty Area Test currently required (Educational Leadership).

3.09 Teachers or administrators working on DRPs for any area of educational administration who have not complete the required coursework prior to December 31, 2002, will have to become licensed in that administrative area under the new performance based licensure requirements for educational administration.

3.010 Teachers or administrators working on a DRP for any area of educational administration and who does not complete the PRAXIS II Specialty Area Test (Educational Administration) prior to June 30, 2002, must take and pass the new PRAXIS II Specialty Area Test(s) School Leaders Licensure Assessment (SLLA) and/or Superintendent Licensure Assessment (SSA) to add that administrative area to their license.

3.011 Teachers with a DRP on file with the Office of Professional Licensure prior to September 1, 2001, for which there is no subject specific PRAXIS II Specialty Area Test, must complete all coursework and prescribed assessment prior to December 31, 2003, to add that area of licensure or endorsement.

3.012 The Office of Professional Licensure reserves the right to amend and/or rescind an additional area of licensure or endorsement that is issued in error.

3.013 The Office of Professional Licensure will issue all additional licensure areas or endorsements upon receiving documentation that all DRP or Additional Licensure Plan requirements have been fully met.

3.014 Changes by the State Board of Education that become effective prior to the completion of a DRP or Additional Licensure Plan may necessitate a change in the licensure requirements for either one of these plans. 

4.00
AMENDMENT FOR ADDING AN ADDITIONAL AREA OF LICENSURE OR ENDORSEMENT AFTER AUGUST 31, 2001, AND UNTIL THESE EMERGENCY RULES AND REGULATIONS EXPIRE

4.01 Effective September 1, 2001, the Deficiency and Removal Plan (DRP) will be replaced with the Additional Licensure Plan (ALP).

4.02 Teachers and/or administrators must have a valid, standard teaching license in order to add an additional area of licensure or endorsement.

4.03 Teachers working in an out-of-field teaching assignment must file a completed Additional Licensure Plan (ALP) with their school district and with the Office of Professional Licensure within thirty (30) days of beginning the out-of-field assignment.

4.04 The Additional Licensure Plan will be the recognized process for allowing a licensed teacher to be employed in a out-of- field teaching position while meeting the competency and assessment requirements for the new employment position.

4.05 Teachers/administrators will have three (3) years from the beginning of their out- of- field assignment to meet full licensure requirements for the additional licensure area or endorsement being sought.

4.06 The Office of Professional Licensure will issue additional licensure areas and/or endorsements upon reviewing documentation that all (ALP) requirements have been fully met.

4.07 Additional areas/levels of licensure or endorsements will be added to a valid, standard teaching license upon providing documentation of successful completion of the required state assessment(s).

4.08 To add an endorsement, for which no written PRAXIS II assessment exists, a candidate must successfully complete an approved Institution of Higher Education Program of Study.
4.09 Institutions of Higher Education that offer approved preparation programs for Additional Licensure Plans, will submit proposed Additional Licensure Plan offerings to the Office of Professional Quality Enhancement for review and approval.
4.010 The Office of Professional Licensure reserves the right to amend and/or rescind an additional area of licensure or endorsement that is issued in error.

4.011 Changes by the State Board of Education which become effective prior to the completion of an Additional Licensure Plan, may necessitate a change in the licensure requirements for that Additional Licensure Plan.  

5.00 AMENDMENT TO THE PROBATIONARY ROUTE TO CERTIFICATION

5.01 Individuals currently teaching under the guidelines for the Probationary Route to Teacher Licensure and those individuals eligible for their first provisional license will have until December 31, 2004, to complete all licensure requirements and receive their standard teaching license.

5.02 Individuals who do not complete all requirements for their standard teaching license by December 31, 2004, may apply for licensure through the Non-Traditional Teacher Licensure Program or an Institution of Higher Education Teacher Education Program.

5.03 Individuals currently teaching under the guidelines for the Probationary Route to Teacher Licensure and those individuals eligible for their first provisional license may elect to complete all PRAXIS assessments for their teaching field and receive their standard teaching license.

5.04 Applications for the Probationary Route to Teacher Licensure will not be sent out or accepted by the Office of Professional Licensure after June 30, 2001.

5.05 The Office of Professional Licensure reserves the right to amend and/or rescind any license issued in error.

6.00 EFFECTIVE DATES

6.01 These Emergency Rules and Regulations shall go into effect on June 11, 2001.

6.02 These Emergency Rules and Regulations shall expire October 8, 2001.

7.00 EMERGENCY

7.01 Whereas, there is a need to continue using current rules and regulations governing Certification/Licensure Laws and Regulations for Adding an Additional Area of Certification/Licensure due to the fact these applicants are currently working under these requirements and whereas, there is also a need to implement new policies governing the Certification/Licensure Laws and Regulations for Adding an Additional Area of Certification/Licensure to an Existing Arkansas Certificate/License recently adopted by the State Board of  Education, and whereas, there is a need to implement new policies governing teacher certification/licensure through the Probationary Route to Certification /Licensure recently adopted by the State Board of Education and whereas, the Arkansas State  Board of Education finds that imminent peril exists to the public educational health, safety and welfare of the school children in Arkansas due to the current teacher shortage; therefore the Arkansas State Board of 

Education and the Arkansas Department of Education promulgate these additional sections as Emergency Amendments to Rules and Regulations pursuant to authority of Ark Code Ann. § 25-15-204 (Supp. 1999) in order to add amendments to the procedures for adding additional areas of certification/licensure and/or endorsements to a current Arkansas teaching certificate/license and to add amendments to  the procedures for gaining a standard Arkansas teaching certificate/license through the Probationary Route to Teacher Certification/Licensure.
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