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The Arkansas Science & Technology Authority Announces Grant Opportunities for Arkansas Middle Schools

The Arkansas Science & Technology Authority (Authority) is pleased to announce two new types of grant opportunities for Arkansas middle school teachers of science during 2002-2003.

In the first grant type, the Authority will award $500 Mini-grants to approximately 200 science teachers in grades five (5) through eight (8) to provide classroom supplies. These Mini-grants are for the purchase of consumable items used by students for hands-on classroom experiences of science principles. Mini-grant funds may be used to purchase pre-packaged science preparation kits like those constructed by the National Science Foundation and other groups.  

Teachers are invited to apply for a Mini-grant. Teachers interested in obtaining a Mini-grant may download a Mini-grant application from the Authority web site at http://www.accessarkansasscience.org/minigrant_app.pdf. The completed application must be submitted to the Authority by mail no later than June 14, 2002. A list of terms and conditions for the Mini-grant is included with the application.

In the second grant type, the Authority will award grants to equip classrooms with Science Teaching Using Audience Response Technology (STUART) equipment, which allows the teacher to interact with students during instruction. Three Arkansas middle schools will receive a grant to purchase and install STUART equipment in a classroom. The STUART system allows a teacher to monitor student comprehension of materials covered during the instruction in "real time." Each student is given a hand-held remote control, which is connected through an infrared link to the teacher's computer. The teacher questions the class during the instruction and student responses are entered via the remote.  The responses are sent directly to the teacher's computer where the software monitors the rate of comprehension among students in the class.

Teachers and principals interested in obtaining a STUART grant may download a STUART grant application from the Authority web site at http://www.accessarkansasscience.org/STUARTgrant_app.pdf. The completed application must be submitted to the Authority by mail no later than June 14, 2002. A list of terms and conditions for the STUART grant is included with the application.

If you know of any teachers or principals who may be interested in either of these grants, please forward this information along to them, or direct them to the Authority web site at http://www.accessarkansasscience.org/minigrant_announce.html.
For more information on the Mini-grant or STUART grant, please contact:

Dr. Herbert L. Monoson

Vice President Research

Arkansas Science & Technology Authority 

100 Main Street, Suite 450 

Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: (501) 324-9006

herb.monoson@mail.state.ar.us 

