Summary of Major Provisions

Measuring Performance Honors

"
Measuring Performance Honors (MPH) is a statistically defensible point assignment system intended to measure the relative performance of an individual school on academic and learning environment indicators.  It will form the basis for rewards and sanctions as defined within the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program (ACTAAP).  (For a thorough explanation of the statistical basis for MPH, the reader is referred to the Technical Manual for the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program Scoring System: Measuring Performance Honors.)  This is posted under the link “What’s New?” on the ADE Web site (http://arkedu.state.ar.us).

By the school year 2003-04, MPH will be able to measure how well different students perform each year on state-mandated examinations, in addition to how the same students at a school have improved from one grade to another.  At the present time, there is only sufficient data to measure a limited number of indicators.  As more data becomes available, the point system will expand accordingly.

The scoring for MPH is divided into two sections: an annual measure of current performance levels (Tier I), worth a total of 40 points, and a multi-year measure of 

trends in performance over time (Tier II), worth a total of 60 points.  Within each Tier, academic indicators are worth 80% of the total possible points.

ACTAAP sets a high standard for all children – 100% proficiency as measured by the benchmark examinations.  Research has shown, and our experience has verified, that children of poverty are more likely to begin school with educational deficits not generally experienced by children from middle and upper income families.  Many times, these challenges to learning are magnified in schools with a high concentration of child poverty as measured by the percentage of free and reduced meal participation.  For this reason, Arkansas’ education reform initiatives have, from the very beginning, recognized time as a variable in achieving proficiency.  MPH recognizes this variable in its assignment of points under Tier I, using an adjusted score to compare performance with other schools having similar free and reduced meal participation.  This adjustment in no way implies a different standard for poor children; it simply is a fair and honest attempt to recognize the extra time necessary to erase the additional barriers to learning often experienced by these schools.  A raw score will also be provided for comparative purposes to all schools in the state, regardless of socio-economic conditions.

Regardless of how well or how poorly students perform on the benchmark examinations, improvement from one year to the next is expected.  In general, the annual improvement goal of each school is a ten percent reduction in the number of students below proficient.  This implies, for example, that a school with 90% of its students below proficient will be expected to reduce that number to 81% (90%-9%=81%) while one with 10% below proficient will be expected to reach 9% (10%-1%=9%).  

MPH recognizes this phenomenon in its assignment of points under Tier II, using an adjusted score to compare improvement with other schools having similar academic performance levels during the first year of testing.  As a further attempt at fairness, the change in performance is measured over three years, to offset any unusual circumstances that might result in an abnormal gain or loss in a single year.  A raw score will also be provided for comparative purposes to all schools in the state, regardless of initial academic performance levels.

A final MPH score, based on adjusted scores in both Tier I and Tier II, will be assigned and will become the basis for designating rewards and sanctions to schools under ACTAAP.

Figure 1 in the appendix illustrates the scoring system for a typical “School A.”  Refer to Figure 1 while reading the following.

Tier I – Current Performance Levels

Lines 1-2: CRT Literacy and Mathematics.  The first three columns of numbers represent the percent of students scoring at or above proficient on the latest administration of the Primary (Grade 4) Benchmark Exam.   The final column (Your Score) represents the raw score of the school as modified to accommodate the 80% weighting given the academic indicators, with literacy and mathematics each worth a maximum of 16 points.

Lines 3-6: Learning Environment Indicators.  The first three columns represent the conversion of information on each indicator to a raw score of 2 or less, with the raw score of the school carried over to the final column.  This conversion accommodates the 20% weighting given the learning environment indicators.

Tier I Raw Score.  This represents the sum of the raw scores of the school as calculated in Lines 1-6, with a total of 40 points possible.  This total may be used to compare this school to all others in the state.

Tier I Adjusted Score.  This represents (out of a total 40 points possible) the score of the school as compared to others having similar free and reduced meal participation.

Tier I MPH.  This converts the Adjusted Score to a single digit within a range of 0-9, with 5 being average.  

Tier II – Performance Trends

Lines 1-2: CRT Trends Literacy and Mathematics.  Each grouping of three columns of numbers represents the percent of students scoring at or above proficient on the most recent three-year administration of the Primary (Grade 4) Benchmark Exam.   The academic improvement goal under ACTAAP is to reduce the percentage of students scoring below proficient by 10 percent annually.  The final column (Your Score) measures the extent to which this school has met that goal over the three-year period, with the raw score of the school modified to accommodate the 80% weighting given the academic indicators.  Literacy and mathematics are worth a maximum of 24 points each.

Lines 3-6: Learning Environment Indicators.  Each grouping of three columns represents the improvement measured over the most recent three years, with the conversion of information to a raw score of 1 or less for each year.  The sum of the school’s raw scores for three years is carried over to the final column, with a maximum of 3 points possible on each indicator.  This conversion accommodates the 20% weighting given the learning environment indicators.

Tier II Raw Score.  This represents the sum of the raw scores of the school as calculated in Lines 1-6, with a total of 60 points possible.  The total may be used to compare this school to all others in the state.

Tier II Adjusted Score.  This represents (out of a total 60 points possible) the score of the school as compared to others having similar academic performance levels during the first year of testing.

Tier II MPH.  This converts the Adjusted Score to a single digit within a range of 0-9, with 5 being average.  

Composite Scores

School Composite Raw Score.  This is the sum of the raw scores from Tier I and Tier II, with a total of 100 points possible.  This total may be used to compare this school to all others in the state.

School Composite Adjusted Score.  This is the sum of the adjusted scores from Tier I and Tier II, with a total of 100 points possible.  The total may be used to compare this school to others having similar free and reduced meal participation and similar academic performance levels during the first year of testing.

MPH Scores

Composite MPH.  The first digit is the Tier I MPH Score, and the second digit is the Tier II MPH Score.

Literacy MPH.  This represents a combination of Tier I and Tier II MPH scores for literacy only.

Mathematics MPH.  This represents a combination of Tier I and Tier II MPH scores for mathematics only.

	District Name: DISTRICT A

School Name:  SCHOOL A             

                             State    Similar School  School              Your   

Tier I Indicators:          Average      Average     Average  Scaling    Score  

__________________          _______    ___________   _______  _______    _____  

1. CRT Literacy                43           21         40.4    x .16 =     6.5  

2. CRT Mathematics             47           25         38.6    x .16 =     6.2

3. Attendance                   1            1            2                  2  

4. Licensure of Teachers        2            1            2                  2  

5. School Safety                1            1            2                  2  

6. Professional Development     1            1          1.5                1.5  

                                                                         _____  

                                                    Tier I Raw Score =      20  

                                               Tier I Adjusted Score =      36  

                                                          Tier I MPH =       9  

                             State        Similar School      School            

Tier II Indicators:         Averages         Averages        Averages           

___________________        ___________      ___________     ___________  Your   

                           yr1 yr2 yr3      yr1 yr2 yr3     yr1 yr2 yr3  Score  

                           ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___     ___ ___ ___  _____  

1. CRT Trend Literacy       44  47  43       26  26  21      53  36  40    5.4  

2. CRT Trend Mathematics    35  41  47       12  20  25      22  26  39   20.7  

3. Attendance                1   1   1        1   1   1       1   1   1      3  

4. Licensure of Teachers     1   1   1        1   1   1       1   1   1      3  

5. School Safety             1   1   1        1   1   1       1   1   1      3  

6. Professional Development  1   1   1        1   1   1       1   1   1      3  

                                                                         _____  

                                                   Tier II Raw Score =      38  

                                              Tier II Adjusted Score =      38  

                                                         Tier II MPH =       7  

                                                                         _____  

                                          School Composite Raw Score =      58  

                                     School Composite Adjusted Score =      74

                                          School Composite MPH Score =     9-7

                                           School Literacy MPH Score =     9-3                                                              

                                        School Mathematics MPH Score =     8-8  

                                                                                                                    


Figure 1. Example Report for School A
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