ATTENTION:  Arkansas School Professionals

Victim assistance professionals are being faced with increasingly challenging crimes that have traumatized large segments of the community.  School professionals are among those who need the training to cope with such difficult cases. The National Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA) Basic Crisis Response Team Training is designed to provide community members with specialized training to help them prepare for responding to major crimes and other community-wide crises in their areas.

The Arkansas Department of Education is funding this training, which targets school professionals.

CRISIS  RESPONSE TRAINING
The National Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA), the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), the Arkansas School Counselor Association (ArSCA), and the Arkansas School Psychology Association (ASPA) are pleased to invite you to apply to attend the NOVA Basic Crisis Response Team Training for School Professionals.   Training will be held: 
October 14-17, 2001

Jacksonville Inn

200 Hwy. 67 North

Jacksonville, AR

501- 982-2183
Who Should Attend?

This college-level training is for school professionals representing all areas of the state of Arkansas.  Persons with the interest and ability to establish and help maintain a community or school-based crisis response team should plan to attend.

· School Counselors

· School Psychology Specialists

· Administrators

· Other school personnel – as space allows

How to Apply

· Complete the application form (pages 3 and 4 of this document).

· Solicit at least 2 letters of support from school administrators who are supportive of your involvement in crisis response teams and networking with other schools and districts, as needed, in the event of a critical incident or crisis.

· Include a cover letter describing why you would like to have this training and how you plan to put the NOVA training to use in your professional capacity.

· Sign the Statement of Commitment and Agreement (Page 4).  Note the agreement to attend and participate in the training in its entirety.

· Your signature is a release to allow your name and contact information to be included (upon completion of training) in a database of trained crisis responders.

MAIL PACKET TO:
Don Boyd, ASERC



1405 N. Pierce, Suite 101

Little Rock, AR  72207

1-800-482-8437

dboyd@arkedu.k12.ar.us
DEADLINE:  Sept. 1, 2001

How Participants Will Be Chosen

Applications will be reviewed by a panel of representatives from ADE, ArSCA, and ASPA.

SELECTION CRITERIA:

· Geographic location of applicant
· Signed statement of Commitment and Agreement
· Completed application packet
Invitations will be issued to those who evidence strong personal and professional commitment to   establishment and maintenance of crisis response teams.  Every attempt will be made to provide an invitation for as many applicants as possible.  Early application is recommended because seating is limited and applicants are not guaranteed a seat. 

Expenses 

· Since the training is being funded by the Arkansas Department of Education, the usual $500 course fee is waived.  A $75 materials fee will be collected at or prior to registration.

· Participants are responsible for meals, transportation, and lodging.  (See Commitment and Agreement, Page 4). 

· Continuing Education Credits are available.  

· Fees are the responsibility of the participants.

Basic Crisis Response Team Training

October 14-17, 2001

NOVA

National Organization for Victim Assistance

NOVA Basic Crisis Response Team Training for School Professionals

October 14-17, 2001

Site:  Jacksonville Inn – 200 Hwy. 67 North -- Jacksonville, AR – 501-982-2183

Sponsored by

Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), Arkansas School Counselor Association (ArSCA), and Arkansas School Psychology Association (ASPA)

Application Form – DEADLINE: September 1, 2001

(Applicants selected for attendance will be notified by Sept. 15, 2001.)

Name_____________________________________ Title______________________________

School _________________________________School Phone _____________Fax _________

School Mailing Address _____________________________________County_____________

Home Mailing Address_________________________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________________ E-mail ____________________________

Member of ASPA?  _____  Member of ArSCA? ____ Foreign Language? _______________

Statement of Commitment and Agreement

The purpose of NOVA Crisis Response Team Training is to promote the establishment of community and institution-based crisis response teams (CRT).  CRT will enhance the ability of the victim assistance and emergency response communities to meet the needs of large numbers of people who are traumatized by crime and other crises.

Participants will be expected to attend the entire 4-day, 40-hour session.  The session will provide: an orientation to the need for CRT, descriptions of the objective and subjective dimensions of community-wide trauma, specific techniques to provide individual crisis intervention, group crisis intervention, post-trauma emotional support, spiritual dimensions of trauma, and coping with the stress of trauma response.  Participants will be asked to take part in several interactive training exercises during the week that will illustrate the group crisis intervention process and how to coordinate a response to a community-wide trauma.

Most of the training will focus on special techniques to transfer the principles of crisis intervention with individuals to the needs of large groups of traumatized people.  Part of the training will describe how to establish a community CRT and will provide information on how to coordinate a team effort in the event of a major crime or other crisis event.  Once the training is completed, participants will be asked to return to their community and begin the actual establishment of the team.
By signing this Statement of Commitment, participant agrees:

-
to  work diligently toward the  establishment of a local or regional team,

-
to attend and participate in the entire training,

-
to collaborate with other  school professionals in coordinating responses to critical incidents and crises, and

-
to be dedicated to a not for profit status in training and coordination of CRT.
-
I understand that I am making a commitment to be involved in a coordinated CRT network with other school professionals.  I will make every good-faith effort to honor my commitment.

-
I understand that if I am selected to attend, I will receive 40 hours of training at no charge.  I will pay a $75 materials fee upon check-in.  Other costs (hotel, meals, transportation, miscellaneous) will be my responsibility.
-
If selected to participate, my name and contact information will be included (upon completion of this training) in a database of trained crisis responders.

-
IF APPLICABLE – Yes, I will want to apply for Continuing Education Units with my professional licensing authority, which is ___________________________________.
MY SIGNATURE BELOW INDICATES ACCEPTANCE OF THE ABOVE-STATED CONDITIONS.

___________________________________________________________   _________________

Signature








 Date

Attachment Information

Please check to indicate that the following information is attached:
____ Two (2) letters of support.  (Both must be from school administrators who will support your involvement and participation in a collaborative network with other schools and districts should a critical incident or should a crisis occur.)

_____Cover letter describing why you are seeking this training and how you plan to put the NOVA training to use in your professional capacity.  SEND COMPLETED APPLICATION TO: Don Boyd, ASERC, 1405 N. Pierce, Suite 101, Little Rock, AR  72207.
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