Summary of Major Provisions

Remediation Rates and Grade Point Averages 

Is There Grade Inflation in Arkansas?

Act 1660 of 2001 mandates that the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) identify any school that has a “statistically significant variance” between its students’ grade point averages and those same students’ performance on the American College Test (ACT) and end of course examinations.  The intent of the law is to determine if grade inflation, as measured by this definition, exists in Arkansas public schools.  Data currently available only permits this comparison using the ACT.  A thorough discussion of this subject can be found in the publication Remediation Rates and Grade Point Averages:  Is there Grade Inflation in Arkansas?, posted under the link “What’s New?” on the ADE Web site (http://arkedu.state.ar.us). 

In order to comply with this mandate, a fair and defensible definition of “statistically significant variance” must be developed.  The proposal under consideration would examine the total number of seniors taking the ACT during the 2000-2001 school year and having a grade point average of 3.0 or higher, but scoring 18 or less on either the math or English portion.  

Two indices would be established:

Grade Inflation Index (GII) would be computed by dividing the number of students meeting the above criteria by the total number of seniors taking the exam. 

Grade Inflation Occurrence Index (GIOI) would be the number of students meeting the above criteria divided by the total number of seniors enrolled in school. 


Any school having a GII greater than .50 or a GIOI greater than .25 would be identified as having a grade inflation problem.

Preliminary findings for schools in Arkansas, applying the methodology above, include:

· Evidence is greater of potential grade inflation with schools in the south and in smaller schools.

· Early identification of those students at risk for scoring at or below 18 on the ACT is possible utilizing the tenth grade SAT-9 reading and mathematics performance scores. 

· English courses are more susceptible to grade inflation than mathematics courses.

· Required courses are at greater risk for grade inflation than electives.

