Suspension/Expulsion Rates for Students with Disabilities

Requirement

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997 and implementing regulations at 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 300.146 require that States examine data on suspension and expulsion rates of students enrolled in the public schools to determine if significant discrepancies are occurring in the rate of long-term suspensions and expulsions of children with disabilities.  If discrepancies are occurring, the State education agency reviews and, if appropriate, revises [or requires the affected State agency or local education agency (LEA) to revise] its policies, procedures, and practices relating to the development and implementation of IEPs, the use of behavioral interventions, and procedural safeguards to ensure that these policies, procedures, and practices comply with the Act. The ADE must conduct this analysis of suspension/expulsion rates among LEAs on an annual basis and notify those LEAs found to have a significant discrepancy of the requirement to address this issue.

The Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit, as a required component of its federal Biennial Performance Report, must provide the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), United States Department of Education, with an analysis of suspension and expulsion rates in Arkansas’s schools based on a comparison of the rates of long-term suspensions and expulsions of children with disabilities among LEAs in the State, using data collected by the State as reported by the LEAs for each school year.

Establishment of Suspension/Expulsion Rates

Data on suspension/expulsion submitted by the LEAs during the 2000-2001 school year served as the baseline for establishing significant discrepancy rates. The performance data used to identify suspension/expulsion discrepancies are the individual LEA occurrences compared to individual LEA special education child counts.  Suspension/ expulsion rates for each LEA were calculated and, using a sum of squares methodology, a statewide standard deviation of 3.56 percent was developed.  For purposes of establishing a “significant discrepancy” benchmark, the individual LEA suspension/expulsion rates were compared to two standard deviations from the mean (or 7.12 percent).   Individual LEAs found to have long-term suspension/expulsion rates of greater than or equal to 7.12 percent are considered to have a significant discrepancy.

Process for Addressing Significant Discrepancy in Suspension/Expulsion Rates

The ADE Special Education Unit will develop monitoring checklists and technical assistance protocols for LEAs designed to assist them in reducing their suspension/ expulsion rates among children with disabilities. A letter will be sent to each LEA identified as having a significant suspension/expulsion rate in its special education program to inform the district of this issue.

Any LEA identified as having a significant suspension/expulsion discrepancy will be required to develop and submit to the Special Education Unit of the ADE a three-year (3 yr.) corrective plan.  Each LEA so notified shall initially complete and submit Suspension/Expulsion Analysis Worksheets.  Information obtained from these worksheets will be used as a statistical base from which comparisons will be made with the data acquired during subsequent years.

Also, identified LEAs will complete a Needs Assessment, the results of which must be used in developing the required Corrective Plan.  The Needs Assessment will include a comprehensive review of the LEA’s policies, procedures, and practices regarding suspension/expulsion of special education students.  Finally, the LEAs will be required to periodically submit evidence to the Special Education Unit of activities conducted as set forth in their 3-year Corrective Plans.  

The ADE, Special Education Unit, will conduct follow up and will complete an Annual Monitoring Checklist for the review of the LEA Corrective Plan on Suspension/ Expulsion Rates of Children with Disabilities in a manner similar to that used to address disproportionality.

