ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR CONSISTENCY AND RIGOR IN COURSE WORK

January 2002

1.00
REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education's Rules and Regulations for Consistency and Rigor in Course Work.

1.02
These rules and regulations are enacted pursuant to the State Board of Education’s authority under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-11-105 and Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-1501.  

2.00
PURPOSE

2.01
The purpose is to ensure that every public school student has the opportunity to learn rigorous and challenging course work aligned with Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks in all subject areas by eliminating low level, general education tracts.

3.00
DEFINITION

3.01
“Annual School Report” is the document submitted yearly beginning October 1, by the superintendent of schools, to determine the accreditation status of each Arkansas public school. 

3.02 
 “ADE” is the Arkansas Department of Education.

4.00
Assuring Consistency and Rigor in Course Work
4.01
The superintendent in each school district shall provide to the ADE by October 1, 2002, and each year thereafter on that date, a written statement of assurance that the content of each academic subject area course in grades nine through twelve (9-12) and classroom instruction in each course is aligned in content and rigor to the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks.

4.02
This assurance statement, signed by the district superintendent, shall accompany the Annual School Report.

4.03
Failure to file this assurance statement with the annual school report shall result in noncompliance with the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools.

4.04
Data from Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program, Student Academic Improvement Plans, college remediation rates, college retention rates, and employment patterns shall be examined by school personnel in preparing for the curriculum alignment components of comprehensive school improvement plans.

4.05 
The ADE shall monitor compliance with the requirements of this act during the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public School review visit and during the school improvement planning process. 

4.06
Failure to align the academics subject area content of any academic course in grades nine through twelve (9-12) to the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks shall result in noncompliance with the Standards for Accreditation and a noncompliance notation on the school’s performance report under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-1402.

4.07 
All public school districts shall align the content and instruction of each academic subject matter area in grades kindergarten through eight (K-8) in content and rigor to the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks.
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