SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK IN ARKANSAS

Monday -- SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS

At any given moment as many as 1800 thunderstorms are rumbling throughout the world! You might not think of thunderstorms as dangerous, but the lightning, high winds, hail, heavy rain and tornadoes they sometimes produce can be very dangerous.

A Severe Thunderstorm Watch means thunderstorms could happen in your area. You should keep a close eye on the weather and go inside if you see dark clouds or hear thunder.

A Severe Thunderstorm Warning means a severe thunderstorm is in your area or is headed your way. Telephone lines and metal pipes can attract lightning, so stay off the telephone and wait to take a shower or bath. 

Tuesday -- HOW DO WE KNOW IF SEVERE WEATHER IS COMING?

Whenever you think severe weather may be headed your way, you should turn on a local television or radio station to hear the latest information. By keeping a battery-powered radio in your home, you will be ready if the power goes out.  

A NOAA Weather Radio can give you weather information 24 hours a day and will give you weather watches and warnings as quickly as they occur. NOAA Weather Radios can be purchased at most discount and department stores. Some weather radios can be programmed to sound an alarm if a warning is issued in your county.

Remember, outdoor warning sirens are for people outdoors. They are not designed to warn people in cars or in their homes. Be sure to listen to a local television or radio station -- or a NOAA weather radio -- when the weather looks bad.

Wednesday - TORNADOES

Arkansas gets an average of 21 tornadoes each year, but you can protect yourself by knowing these tornado safety rules:

Be sure you know the difference between a Tornado Watch and a Tornado Warning. A Watch means tornadoes could happen in your area. A Warning means that either a tornado has been seen in the area, or radar indicates one may be forming. 

If you are in an area under a tornado warning, don't wait ...take cover! Go to a tornado shelter if you have one, or go to an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor of a house or building. If you are at school, follow your teacher's instructions. 

Arkansas will have a statewide tornado drill today around 9 a.m.

Thursday - LIGHTNING

Lightning can travel long distances, so if you can hear thunder, you should seek shelter immediately.  It is best to go inside a sturdy building. You can take shelter in a car, but keep the windows rolled up and try not to touch any metal. If you are outside and can't go into a building immediately, stay away from tall trees, fences or light poles. Get out of the water if you are swimming and head to shore if you are in a boat. If you are in your home, stay off the telephone and wait for the storm to pass before taking a bath or shower.

Friday - FLASH FLOODS

Flash Floods can occur when thunderstorms move very slowly across the state, or when several thunderstorms move through an area. 

Never play in floodwater! It can carry chemicals in it that could make you sick. It only takes a few inches of moving water to knock you off your feet. Moving water more than two feet deep can lift a car. You should never drive through areas that are flooded.

THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK. WE HOPE YOU LEARNED HOW TO STAY SAFE!

