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2002 Press Announcement

______________________________________________________________________

Fulbright Memorial Fund Sends U.S. Teachers on Study-visit to Japan
In today @ world of uncertainty, the understanding of other languages, people and cultures is of critical importance. FMF offers immeasurable value to American educators.

- Nancy R. Campbell, FMF 2001 Participant

To date, 3,100 American primary and secondary school teachers and administrators have been selected to participate in a unique three-week study-visit to Japan sponsored by the Fulbright Memorial Fund (FMF) Teacher Program. This year, the program will identify another 600 teachers to participate in the 2003 programs who will return home and integrate their international experience in the classroom.

The FMF Teacher Program, which is fully funded by the Japanese Government, aims to increase understanding between Japan and the United States by exposing American teachers to the educational system and culture of Japan. The FMF program is designed to extend far beyond the educators who participate. Participants are asked to commit to sharing what they have learned about Japan and their intercultural encounters with their students, colleagues, and members of the community.

Primary and secondary school teachers and administrators from across the United States are encouraged to submit applications for the 2003 IMF study visits (June, October and November). Interested individuals may apply online at www.iie.org/pgms/fmf or may request a 2003 application packet by calling the Institute of International Education (IIE) at 1-888-527-2636. The application deadline is Tuesday, December 10, 2002.

The program begins in Tokyo with an orientation and introduction to Japanese life and culture. Participants attend seminars hosted by government and educational leaders and visit cultural sites. Participants then travel in small groups to different cities in prefectures (states), where they visit local schools and teachers' colleges and meet with teachers and students. Participants also meet with local and regional educational, government and industry officials, and spend a weekend home stay with a Japanese family. The program concludes with debriefing sessions in Tokyo before traveling home to the United States.

Upon returning to the United States, teachers will implement and integrate lessons on Japanese culture and values into their classrooms. The continued success of the FMF program has encouraged a wide range of teachers and administrators to apply for the award. In 2002 over 2, 1 00 applicants from every state and the District of Columbia competed for 600 FMF Teacher Program awards.

The Government of Japan launched the initiative in 1997 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Fulbright Program (the U.S. govemment-initiated international student and faculty exchange), and to express the appreciation of the Japanese people and Government for the benefits of the U.S. Fulbright Program. Since 1952, the program has enabled more than 6,000 Japanese citizens to come to the United States on Fulbright scholarships for graduate education and research. Many of them later became leaders in government, business, and education, and have contributed to building Japan into a successful global economic power. The program is administered by the Japan-United States Educational Commission (JUSEC). The Institute of International Education (IIE), the nation's largest nonprofit educational and cultural exchange agency, serves as the contracting agency for coordinating FMF activities in the United States.

Excerpts from 1999 and 2002 News Articles on FMF

"I get an opportunity to represent the United States at a time when I think our country is really in need of having good representation, and I get to go see Japan and bring back a culture to my students."

- Sue Madole, June 2002

The Daily Oklahoman, June 3, 2002

 “I thought if I could experience this myself, what I could bring to the kids would be incredible."

- Penny Wagher, June 2002

The Register-Mail, April 7, 2002

"This way, I will be able to experience the real Japan, not just see what tourists see. I'm really looking forward to that."

- FMF Participant, June 1999

          The Sunday Herald (NC)
