TITLE IV, Part A – 21ST CENTURY SCHOOLS     

SAFE AND DRUG–FREE SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES

Purpose of the Program

Title IV funds support programs that prevent violence in and around schools; prevent the illegal use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs; involve parents and communities; and are coordinated with related federal, state, school, and community efforts and resources to foster a safe and drug-free learning environment conducive to student academic achievement.   

Title IV funds provide federal assistance to:

· Foster a safe and drug-free learning environment that supports academic achievement

· Create a well disciplined environment conducive to learning, which includes consultation between teachers, principals, and other school personnel to identify early warning signs of drug use and violence of youth at risk of suicide, and to provide behavioral interventions as part of classroom management efforts 

· Promote the involvement of parents in the activity or program 

· Promote coordination with community groups and coalitions, and government agencies, and

· Distribute information about the local educational agency's needs, goals, and programs, provide training, collaboration, and coordination of school-based activities

All of the Title IV assistance should be based on what is indicated by objective data, performance measures, scientifically-based research, analysis of data, and consultation and input from parents.  Moreover, activities and plans supported by Title IV funds should be designed to prevent or reduce violence; the use and possession and distribution of illegal drugs; and delinquency.
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LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY ACTIVITIES

Program Requirements - A local educational agency shall use funds made available under section 4114 to develop, implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities, which are coordinated with other school and community-based services and programs.

Authorized Activities - Each local educational agency, or consortium of such agencies, that receives a sub-grant under this subpart may use such funds to carry out activities that comply with the principles of effectiveness such as the following:

· Provide age appropriate and developmentally based activities that addresses consequences of violence and illegal drug use to promote a sense of responsibility and to teach students the skills to recognize social and peer pressure so that they may resist drug use.  Provide developmentally based violence prevention and education programs that address victimization associated with prejudice and intolerance, and that include activities designed to help students develop a sense of individual responsibility and respect for the rights of others, and to resolve conflicts without violence.

· Incorporate activities in elementary and secondary schools that teach the dangers of drugs while engaging students in the learning process that reinforces prevention activities including:

1. Develop and implement character education programs that consider the views of parents regarding illicit drugs and truancy. 
2. Provide activities that involve families, community sectors (which may include appropriately trained seniors), and a variety of drug and violence prevention providers in setting clear expectations against violence and illegal use of drugs and appropriate consequences for violence and illegal use of drugs and the reduction of truancy.

3. Disseminate drug and violence prevention information to schools and the community.

4. Provide professional development and training for, and involvement of, school personnel, pupil services personnel, parents, and interested community members in prevention, education, early identification and intervention, mentoring, or rehabilitation referral, as related to drug and violence prevention that may include the following:

a) Community-wide planning and organizing activities to reduce violence and illegal drug use, which may include gang activity prevention.

b) Acquire and install metal detectors, electronic locks, surveillance cameras or other related equipment and technologies.

c) Reporting criminal offenses committed on school property.

d) Develop and implement comprehensive school security plans.
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e) Support safe zones of passage activities that ensure that students travel safely to and from school, which may include bicycle and pedestrian safety programs.

f) The hiring and mandatory training, based on scientific research, of school security personnel (including school resource officers) who interact with students in support of youth drug and violence prevention activities under this part that are implemented in the school.

g) Expanded and improved school-based mental health services related to illegal drug use and violence, including early identification of violence and illegal drug use, assessment, and direct or group counseling services provided to students, parents, families, and school personnel by qualified school-based mental health service providers.

h) Provide conflict resolution programs, including peer mediation programs that educate and train peer mediators and a designated faculty supervisor, and youth anti-crime and anti-drug councils and activities.

i) Provide alternative education programs or services for violent or drug abusing students that reduce the need for suspension or expulsion or that serve students who have been suspended or expelled from the regular educational settings, including programs or services to assist students to make continued progress toward meeting the State academic achievement standards and to reenter the regular education setting.

j) Counseling, mentoring, and referral services in the case of traumatic crisis event, such as a shooting, major accident, or a drug-related incident that has disrupted the learning environment.

k) Programs that respond to the needs of students who are faced with domestic violence or child abuse and establish or implement a system for transferring suspension and expulsion records.

Limitations

A Local Educational Agency shall not expend more than 40% of it’s available funds to carry out activities such as: security equipment, reporting offenses, school security plan, safe zones of passage, hiring security personnel, subject to cap. Not more than 20% of the allocation for the first four items listed.  Any amount up to 40% may be used for security personnel.

A local educational agency may use not more than two (2) percent for the administrative costs of carrying out its responsibilities.   

Title IV – Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Contacts:

Otistene Smith        -    osmith@arkedu.k12.ar.us        501-683-3600

Dorothy Reynolds  -    dreynolds@arkedu.k12.ar.us  501-683-3602

