Arkansas Department of Education

Rules and Regulations Governing the Probationary Status 

and Accreditation of Public Schools

Revised November 2000

1.00
REGULATORY AUTHORITY
1.01
These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Regulations Governing the Probationary Status and Accreditation of Public Schools.

1.02
These regulations are enacted pursuant to the State Board of Education=s authority under Arkansas Code Annotated '' 6-11-105 and 6-15-206 (Repl. 1999).

2.00
PURPOSE
2.01
The purpose of these regulations is to describe how the public schools in this state will be accredited.

3.00
DEFINITIONS
3.01
Accredited status means a local school district has satisfied all the minimum Standards for Accreditation promulgated by the Arkansas State Board of Education.

3.02
Accredited-cited status means a local school district has failed to satisfy the minimum Standards for Accreditation promulgated by the Arkansas State Board of Education for the immediate school year in which the accreditation cycle occurs.

3.03
Accredited-probationary status means a local school district has either (a) failed to correct a problem for which it acquired accredited-cited status or (b) committed a more serious violation of the standards in the immediate year in which the accreditation cycle occurs.  If a local school district continues accredited-probationary status through the violation=s review date, then the district will be placed in Loss of Accreditation.

3.04
Loss of Accreditation status means the local school district has failed to correct a probationary status violation by the review date for said violation.
4.00
ACCREDITED-CITED STATUS
4.01
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for licensure deficiencies.  This status will continue for the length of time prescribed by the approved Deficiency Removal Plan, not to exceed two years, unless an extension is granted.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the status of the school will become probationary for the length of time remaining on the above Deficiency Removal Plan, but in no case shall such probation continue for more than two years.

4.02
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for licensure deficiencies due to lack of or insufficient scores on required Praxis examinations.  Such status will extend for no more than six months.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the status of the school will become probationary and such status will extend for no more than six months.

4.03
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for improper ratios and class sizes caused by unexpected population shifts.  Such status may extend to October 15 of the next school year.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the school will assume probationary status, the duration of which may be until October 15 of the next school year.

4.04
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for failing to report to the public newspaper prior to November 15.  Such status will extend to October 15 of the next year. At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the school will assume probationary status, the duration of which may be until October 15 of the next school year.

4.05
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for failing to hold the Annual Report Planning School Board meeting prior to November 15.  Such status will extend to October 15 of the next year.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the school will assume probationary status, the duration of which may be until October 15 of the next school year.

4.06
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for providing a late Annual Report to the Department of Education.  Such status will extend to October 15 of the next year.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the school will assume probationary status, the duration of which may be until October 15 of the next school year.

4.07
A school district will be placed in accredited-cited status for a late Equity Compliance Report to the Department of Education.  Such status will extend to October 15 of the next year.  At the conclusion of the accredited-cited term, if the same violation exists, the school will assume probationary status, the duration of which may be until October 15 of the next school year.

5.00
ACCREDITED-PROBATIONARY STATUS
5.01
A school will be placed in probationary status for high school classes which meet less than 120 clock hours (to be corrected within thirty days).  Probation will continue until October 15 of the next school year.


5.02
A school will be placed in probationary status for an instructional day which averages less than six hours per day or thirty hours per week (to be corrected within thirty days).  Probation will continue until October 15 of the next school year.


5.03
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of staff member(s) holding a valid Arkansas teacher=s license.  Such status will not extend beyond January 30 of the current school year.


5.04
A school will be placed in probationary status for insufficient library volumes.  Probation will continue until October 15 of the next school year.


5.05
A school will be placed in probationary status for safety violations.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.06
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of superintendent, principal, assistant principal (if required), nurse, or counselor.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.07
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of written policies mandated by the Standards for Accreditation.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.08
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of a guidance program.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.09
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of a health services program.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.10
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of a gifted and talented program.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.11
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of a media services program.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.12
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of community involvement..  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.13
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of a special education program.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.14
A school will be placed in probationary status for improper ratios/class sizes NOT CAUSED by unexpected population shifts.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.15
A school will be placed in probationary status for lack of an accurate or complete Equity Compliance Report.  Such status will extend to the first day of the next academic semester.


5.16
A school will be placed in probationary status for less than 178 days of instructional time.  Such status will continue until October 15 of the next school year.

5.17
A school will be placed in probationary status for providing less than thirty hours of professional development for certified staff.  Such status will continue until October 15 of the next school year.


5.18
A school will be placed in probationary status for all standard violations not specifically mentioned in this memorandum.  Such status shall extend to the first instructional day of the succeeding academic year.

6.00
FRAUD OR PURPOSEFUL FALSIFICATION
6.01
If fraud or purposeful falsification of information is documented, probation will not apply and disposition of the school=s status will be determined by the State Board of Education.
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