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 Parental Involvement Plan

The purpose of Act 603 of 2003 requires a public school to create a parental involvement plan.  The Arkansas Department of Education recognizes the shared responsibility of the school and family during the time the child spends in school.  Engaging parents is essential to improving student achievement.

The purpose of Act 603 is to ensure that each public school implements a parental involvement plan. It is not the intention of the law for districts or schools with existing programs to create new programs but rather an opportunity to maintain and enhance the existing programs. The following guidelines are provided to assist schools in implementing this act.

Parent Involvement Plan:

Each school district and school shall have a plan. The district plan may be comprised of the individual school plans. A school shall include a Parent Involvement Plan in the Arkansas Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (ACSIP) enhancing parent involvement

Program Components:

· Involve parents of the school, alumni, and community members

· Address grade levels and individual needs of the school

· Implement a volunteer plan

· Planned activities and events:

· Parents Make the Difference Evenings which may be the school’s Annual Public Meeting
· Orientation and Open-House for parents
· Elementary, Middle and Secondary School activities, meetings, and seminars involving parents such as the following:
· Literacy/Math/Science Nights
· Student Programs
· Career Nights
· Ensure the availability of resources such as books and magazines

(Current or existing materials may meet this requirement)
· Recognize parents collectively in local newspaper for attending parent conferences

Information/Family Kits

· Provide information to parents with information such as the following: 
· Telephone number and personnel listing (e.g., Parent Facilitator, etc.)

· School Handbook

· Email addresses of school and other general information 

· Web page addresses (school and teacher)

· http://www.familylit.com , http://www.arkansaspta.org ,  http://www.parentsplace.com ,  http://wwwparentsoup.com , http://www.parenthoodweb.com ,  http://www.parenting-ed.org 

· “Paycheck size cards” listing Tips For Parents concerning ways to foster student success may be distributed

Parent Centers:

Designate a Parent Center site  (Current sites may meet this requirement)

Policies:

Policies ensuring parent participation and an inviting environment 

· Parent Visitation

· Pick-Up procedures

· Classroom visitation

(Current or existing materials may meet this requirement)

Facilitator:

Designate a parent involvement facilitator with a current Arkansas teacher’s license who may supervise a parent center coordinator or an existing parent center coordinator

Professional Development:

The Arkansas Department of Education will assist teachers and administrators in fulfilling the Professional Development requirements as required by Act 603 of 2003

Funding:

Upon meeting the requirements of Act 603 of 2003, including a designated facilitator, center site, and resources, schools may supplement the school’s parent involvement plan

