Guidelines for the Development of Smart Core Curriculum Policy

1. Schools must teach the Smart Core curriculum required within the thirty-eight (38) units every year as listed in the Standards for Accreditation.  

2. In order to ensure that every child has access to a rigorous curriculum, beginning with the Seventh Grade class of 2004-2005 academic year, the Smart Core curriculum and Common Core curriculum will be a standard component of the required course of study to graduate from Arkansas public schools.

3. All students will participate in the Smart Core curriculum unless the parent or guardian waives a student’s right to participate.  In the case of a waiver, the student will be required to participate in Common Core.

4. Each school district shall adopt written policies that inform parents about the Smart Core curriculum and the required course of study for graduation.

5. Each district’s written policy shall:

A. Include the involvement of parents, staff, and students

B. Outline a process for the review of Smart Core curriculum and course of study for graduation with parents and students to ensure informed understanding of the Smart Core curriculum and courses necessary for graduation

C. Ensure parent and student notification of the Smart Core curriculum beginning in grade six (6) and continuing through grade twelve (12), as appropriate

D. Specify the optional parent waiver to the Common Core

E. Include a description documenting procedures and methods used to inform parents and students (i.e., Counselor meetings, Parent-teacher conferences, PTA meetings, newsletters, Student Handbook, etc.)

F. Include a requirement that parents sign informed consent documents provided by the Arkansas Department of Education

G. Include a provision for attaching signed informed consent documents to the permanent student transcript

H. Include a process for reversal of the informed consent agreement if the new required course of study can be completed by the end of the senior year

I. Provide for a procedure for training teachers, administrators, and counselors regarding this policy

J. Be included in the student handbook and filed with the Arkansas Department of Education

K. Include a provision for transferring to other schools/districts with students

