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PROCEDURE FOR NON-PETITIONING DISTRICTS

(HEARINGS TO BE HELD ON MAY 17 and 18, 2004)


The following is a proposed procedure for the seven (7) non-petitioning districts:


1.  Formal notification to all seven (7) districts by certified mail, return receipt requested (as well as by facsimile transmission and by director’s e-mail) not later than Friday, April 16, 2004, that no voluntary petition was received pursuant to Act 60 of Second Extraordinary Session of 2003, and that the involuntary consolidation of the district will be considered by the Arkansas State Board of Education on Monday, May 17, 2004, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Central Daylight Savings Time at the Department of Education, #4 Capitol Mall, Little Rock, AR 72201.


2.  In order to be considered by the Arkansas State Board of Education, any written comments or other documentation from the affected district must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. on May 10, 2004, in the Office of the Director.


3.  The Staff of the Arkansas Department of Education shall provide written notice, by certified mail, return receipt requested (and by facsimile transmission and director’s e-mail) to all contiguous districts, as well as all districts within the same county of the affected district by April 16, 2004, of the date, place and time of the hearing, and the deadline to submit written comments and/or documents to be considered by the State Board of Education.


4.  All other districts shall have until 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 10, 2004, to submit such written comments and/or other documentation.


5.  Procedure for Hearings on May 17 and 18, 2004:

(A) Ten minutes for presentation by staff of Department of Education on the affected district - its demographics; location; distress (academic or fiscal, if applicable); teacher salaries, etc.



(B) Ten minutes to hear from affected district.

(C) Five minutes from any district contiguous to the district, or in the same county.



(D) Limited Rebuttal by affected district (time to be determined by Board Chair)



(E) Questions by Board members



(F) Discussion by Board members



(G) Motion and Vote by Board 



(H) Formal Notification to Affected Districts

