THIS IS A LIST OF THE SPECIFIED COURSES WITHIN THE 38 FOR WHICH APPROVAL IS NOT NEEDED. 

 

1. Language Arts (These 6 units minimum must be offered.  Because they are specified, they         

   do not need approval.  Courses offered in addition to these must be approved.)

 


ENGLISH 9


1


ENGLISH 10


1


ENGLISH 11


1


ENGLISH 12


1


ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
1



OR


ORAL COMMUNICATIONS / DRAMA 
(1/2 unit each)


JOURNALISM I  

1

 


Note: A drama course offered as a full unit does require approval.

 

2. Science  (5 units minimum must be offered. The 2 courses taught in addition to

                    these 3 specified courses must be approved.) 

 


BIOLOGY


1


CHEMISTRY


1


PHYSICS


1

 

Additionally, ADE has approved the following additional courses for science, and they do not have to be submitted for approval:

 


Physical Science


Principles of Technology  I and II

 

3. Mathematics
  (6 units minimum must be offered.  The 2 courses taught in addition to

                             these 4 specified courses must be approved unless they are listed below.) 

 


ALGEBRA I


1


GEOMETRY


1


ALGEBRA II


1


PRE-CAL/ TRIG

1


 

ADE has already approved the following courses; however, you MUST follow ADE’s syllabus.

 

FUNCTIONAL MATH
(workshop required)

1

TRANSITION MATH
(workshop required)

1

ALGEBRAIC CONNECTIONS



1

INVESTIGATING GEOMETRY



1

INTEGRATED ALGEBRA A



1

INTEGRATED ALGEBRA B



1

 

 

 

Other ADE-approved math courses NOT requiring additional approval include these: (I unit each) 

 


CORE-PLUS 1

CORE-PLUS 2

CORE-PLUS 3

CORE-PLUS 4


SIMMS 1

SIMMS 2

SIMMS 3

SIMMS 4


ARISE 1

ARISE 2

ARISE 3

ARISE 4

PACESETTER MATH


QUANTITATIVE LITERACY


APPLIED ALGEBRA A


APPLIED ALGEBRA B



 

4. Foreign Languages 
(A minimum of 2 units of the same language must be offered)

 


LEVEL I FOREIGN LANGUAGE

1


LEVEL II FOREIGN LANGUAGE
1

 

5. Fine Art  (3 ½ units minimum must be offered. Any course offered in addition to

                   these must be approved.)

 


ART I



1


INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
1 


VOCAL MUSIC


1



ADVANCED ART

1/2


ADVANCED MUSIC

1/2

 



Note: An advanced art or advanced music course offered as a full unit does require                                                    approval.

6. Computer Applications  (1 unit minimum must be offered.)

 

No title is specified for this course, but it must include word processing, spreadsheets,

databases, graphics, and telecommunications. 

 

7. Social Studies  (4 units minimum must be offered. Those offered in addition to these

                             specified courses must be approved.)

 

AMERICAN HISTORY

1

WORLD HISTORY

1

CIVICS / GOVERNMENT   
(may be taught as ½ or 1 unit but must follow the

 integrated Civics/Government Goals)


ARKANSAS HISTORY       
(1/2 unit must be offered if not offered in grades 7 & 8)

 

8. Health and Safety Education and Physical Education (1 ½ units minimum must be offered. Any 

                                                                                          course offered in addition to these must                                                                                                        be approved.) 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION

1

HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION 
1/2

 

9. Career and Technical Education  (9 units minimum must be offered)

 

See Standard IV C, Grades 9-12,3 of the Standards for Accreditation: http://arkedu.state.ar.us/pdf/standards_2000.pdf
 

Note: Course approvals for career and technical education should be sent 

to John Davidson at The Department of Workforce Education,  Luther Hardin Bldg, # 4 Capitol Mall, Little Rock, AR 72201.  He may be contacted at (501) 682-1042.

 

10. Advanced Courses

·  

·          COLLEGE BOARD’S ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES do NOT require ADE approval.

·          PRE-AP COURSES USING FRAMEWORKS FROM ONE OF THE SPECIFIED COURSES do not require approval.   

·          International Baccalaureate (IB) courses must be approved.

·         Except for AP courses, any course given an extra quality point (e.g., local honors courses, college credit courses) must be approved.
 

11.  Community Service Learning

 


Under Act 648 of 1993, students may receive 1 academic credit that may be applied toward graduation for completing 75 documented clock hours of community service in programs 

approved by the State Board of Education which include preparation, action, and reflection 

components, and are supervised by a certified teacher.
 

CORRECTIONS OF MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING COURSE APPROVALS

 

1. Extracurricular activities cannot receive credit, even if occurring during the day. 
2. Extracurricular activities with a service component do not qualify for credit under community service learning (e.g., National Honor Society). 
3. Remediation activities and classes cannot receive credit. 
4. Test preparation courses cannot receive credit (e.g., ACT/SAT preparation courses). 
5. Band, Choir, Orchestra, and Journalism are considered multi-level courses if levels II, III, and IV have been ADE-approved. 
6. EAST Labs are also considered multi-level courses. 
7. Title I Reading and Math are remedial courses not to be used for graduation credit. 
8. Math courses which are lower than Algebra I will not be approved, nor can students receive credit for them. 
9. Biology cannot be offered over a 2-year period for two credits, and such courses will not be approved. 
 

 Legal authority for the requirement for school districts to obtain ADE approval for all high school courses not specified in the Standards for Accreditation lies within the Standards themselves.  (“Other courses as approved by ADE.”)  Additionally, Act 1116 of 2003 is focused on consistency and rigor in course work and alignment with the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks.  Anyone working with curriculum in public schools should be very familiar with the requirements of this new law.  

 

 

 Assuring that public school curriculum is standards-based and appropriately rigorous is a challenging task for public schools and ADE staff.  ADE personnel want to work collaboratively and supportively with public school colleagues and partners, while meeting the requirements of the law and of rules and regulations.  Please contact the Academic Standards and Assessment Unit if you have additional questions or need additional information about the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks and/or the course approval process. 

 

 PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

 

Priority Level II courses (courses outside the 21 units required for graduation and the 38-unit requirement in the Standards for Accreditation) are due no later than June 1, 2005, but will be processed if submitted earlier.
