BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF _________________ SCHOOL DISTRICT OF _____________ COUNTY AND THE ___________________ SCHOOL DISTRICT OF __________________ COUNTY:

PETITION FOR CONSOLIDATION

COMES NOW the __________________ School District(s) of ___________ County and the __________________ School District of ____________ County (Petitioners), acting by and through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, pursuant to A.C.A. §§ 6-13-1401 et seq. and 6-13-1601 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of Education (Board) to approve the administrative consolidation of the Petitioners into the resulting  _____________ School District, and hereby would submit to the Board as follows:


1.
Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1403 or 6-1404, the Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit A attached hereto, proof of legally binding local board resolutions to consolidate the  __________  and ____________ School District(s) into the resulting  ___________ School District as approved by a majority of the quorum present of the local boards of education of the respective petitioners.


2.
Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1403 or § 6-13-1404, the Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B attached hereto, proof of public notice of intent to petition this Board to consolidate the Petitioners into the resulting _____________ School District.  Said public notice of intent to consolidate was published in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation (or in state newspaper if local newspaper does not exist on weekly basis) of the affected districts for a time period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the filing of this petition with this Board.


3.
The Petitioners submit that the average daily membership in each of the two (2) school years immediately preceding the 2003-2004 school year were _____ and _____ for the __________ School District and ______ and _____  for the __________ School District.  


4.
Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1603(b), the Petitioners submit and incorporate an affidavit or proof as Exhibit C that the combined average daily membership of the resulting school district shall, at a minimum, be _____ for the 2004-2005 school year, an average daily membership meeting or exceeding three hundred fifty (350).


5.
Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1405(a)(5), the Petitioners submit that this petitioned consolidation is pursuant to AC.A. § 6-13-1602 and that an interim local board of seven (7) board members in accord with A.C. A. § 6-13-1406 (b)(1) shall be established by May 31, 2004, and the interim board shall be made up of board members of the affected former districts in proportion to the student’s population in the former affected districts.


6.
The Petitioners submit that at the first regular school election following the petitioned consolidation, the resulting __________ School District shall elect ____ local board members by zoned elections in compliance with the Federal Voting Rights Act and the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution based upon the most recent census information and in compliance with A.C.A. § 6-13-1406.

7.
The Petitioners submit that their respective school districts are geographically contiguous or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-contiguous consolidation because the consolidation will result in (a) the overall improvement in the educational costs or service to all of the school districts involved, or (b) will provide a significant advantage in transportation costs or services to all of the school districts involved based on the following factual reasons: ________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
The Petitioners submit that they have filed a request for and obtained through this Board pursuant to A.C.A. §6-13-1408(b), an Attorney General Opinion declaring that the petitioned consolidation will not hamper, delay or in any manner negatively affect the desegregation of another school district or districts in this state.  A copy of the resulting opinion is incorporated herein and attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

9.
Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1601 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit and declare that the effective date of this petitioned consolidation shall be July 1, 2004, and that there shall be only one local school board and one local superintendent of the resulting ________________ School District.

10.
If Petitioners are claiming Isolated School status, Petitioners hereby submit that the _____________  School District(s) qualify as isolated schools as certified by the attached affidavit of Isolated School Status incorporated in this petition as Exhibit # attached hereto.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the consolidation of the ___________ School District(s) of _________ County and the ______________ School District of   ___________ County into the resulting ___________ School District; that it issue an Order dissolving the affected school districts and establishing the resulting school district; that it issue an Order establishing the boundary lines of the resulting school district; and that if file its Order with the County Clerks of the _______________ and ________________ Counties, Arkansas.






Respectfully submitted,






________________ School District





______________ County





By:      _______________________________






Superintendent

     Date






_______________________________






President, School Board
     Date






_________________School District






______________County





By:      ________________________________






Superintendent

     Date






________________________________






President, School Board
     Date
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