Federal Descriptors for Children & Youth in Homelessness

Office For The Education Of Homeless Children And Youth

 McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 2002:

Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program

H.R. 1, Public Law 107-110, No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 2001, 

Title X, Part C – Homeless Education, Subtitle B of Title VII

Who are the homeless children and youth? 


An individual who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence.
Federal Descriptors for the Homeless Children and Youth Population:

1) Children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement.

2) Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.

3) Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings.

4) Migratory children (as defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended) who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described in this definition.

Other terms:

· “comparable services” refer to services offered to other students in the school selected

· “enroll” and “enrollment” include right to attend classes and participating fully in school

         activities

· “school of origin” the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the school

         in which the child or youth was last enrolled

· “unaccompanied youth” includes a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian
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