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27-23-108. Commercial driver license qualification standards. [Effective January 1, 2005.]
(a)(1)(A)  Testing. To the extent permitted by federal law and regulation, a person may be issued a commercial driver's license only if that person has:  
      (i)  Passed a knowledge and skills test for driving a commercial motor vehicle that complies with minimum federal standards established by federal regulation enumerated in 49 C.F.R., part 383, sub-parts G. and H.; and  

(ii)  Satisfied all other requirements imposed by state or federal law or regulation.  

(B)  The tests must be prescribed by the Department of Arkansas State Police and shall be conducted by the Department of Arkansas State Police or by a third party tester designated by the Department of Arkansas State Police under regulations promulgated as provided in this section.  

(C)  The Department of Finance and Administration shall promulgate the rules to set the length of time the commercial driver's license is valid under this subdivision (a)(1).  

(2)  The Department of Arkansas State Police shall, by regulations authorize a person, including an agency of this state, an employer, a department, agency, or instrumentality of local government, to administer the skills test specified by this section. These third party testing regulations shall provide as a minimum that:  

(i)  The test is the same which would otherwise be administered by the state;  

(ii)  The third party shall enter into an agreement with the state which complies with requirements of 49 C.F.R., part 383.75;  

(iii)  The Department of Arkansas State Police shall designate and provide to any third party testers the evidence to be used to indicate to the state licensing agency that an applicant had successfully passed the skills test;  

(iv)  The eligibility to become a third party tester shall be open to qualified persons under the regulations at least twice annually; and  

(v)  The third party tester shall pay a third party testing administration fee as may be determined by the Director of the Department of Arkansas State Police to recover the costs of administering the testing program and examination distribution expenses.  

(b)  Waiver of Skills Test. The Department of Arkansas State Police may waive the skills test specified in this section for a commercial driver license applicant who meets the requirements of 49 C.F.R., part 383.77.  

(c)  Limitations on Issuance of License. A commercial driver license or commercial driver instruction permit may not be issued to a person while the person is subject to a disqualification from driving a commercial motor vehicle, or while the person's driver license is suspended, revoked, or cancelled in any state; nor may a commercial driver license be issued to a person who has a commercial driver license or any other driver license issued by any other state unless the person first surrenders all such licenses, which must be returned to the issuing state(s) for cancellation.  

(d)  Commercial Driver Instruction Permit. (1) A commercial driver instruction permit may be issued by the Department of Arkansas State Police to an individual who holds a valid driver license.  

(2)  The commercial driver instruction permit may not be issued for a period to exceed six (6) months. Only one (1) renewal may be granted within a one-year period. The holder of a commercial driver instruction permit may drive a commercial motor vehicle on a highway only when accompanied by the holder of a commercial driver license valid for the type of vehicle driven who occupies a seat beside the individual for the purpose of giving instruction in driving the commercial motor vehicle.  

(e)  An applicant for a school bus endorsement must satisfy the following three (3) requirements:  

(1)  Pass the knowledge and skills test for obtaining a passenger vehicle endorsement;  

(2)  Must have knowledge covering at least the following three (3) topics:  

(A)  The loading and unloading of children, including the safe operation of stop signal devices, external mirror systems, flashing lights, and other warning and passenger safety devices required for school buses by state or federal law or regulation;  

(B)  Emergency exits and procedures for safely evacuating passengers in an emergency; and  

(C)  State and federal laws and regulations related to safely traversing highway rail grade crossings;  

(3)  Must take a driving skills test in a school bus of the same vehicle group as the school bus applicant will drive.  

(f)(1)  At the discretion of the Department of Arkansas State Police, the driving skills test required in subdivision (e)(3) of this section may be waived for an applicant who is currently licensed, has experience driving a school bus, has a good driving record, and meets the conditions set forth in subdivision (f)(2) of this section.  

(2)  An applicant must certify and the state must verify that during the two-year period immediately before applying for the school bus endorsement, the applicant:  

(A)  Held a valid commercial driver license with a passenger vehicle endorsement to operate a school bus representative of the group he or she will be driving;  

(B)  Has not had his or her driver license or commercial driver license suspended, revoked, or canceled or been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle;  

(C)  Has not been convicted of any of the disqualifying offenses in § 27-23-112 while operating a commercial motor vehicle or of any offense in a noncommercial motor vehicle that would be disqualifying under § 27-23-112 if committed in a commercial motor vehicle;  

(D)  Has not had more than one (1) conviction of any of the serious traffic violations defined in § 27-23-103, while operating any type of motor vehicle;  

(E)  Has not had any conviction for a violation of state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic control arising in connection with any traffic accident, except a parking violation;  

(F)  Has not been convicted of any motor vehicle traffic violation that resulted in an accident; and  

(G)  Has been regularly employed as a school bus driver, has operated a school bus representative of the group the applicant seeks to drive, and provides evidence of the employment.  

(3)  After September 30, 2005, the provisions in subsection (f) of this section do not apply.  

History. Acts 1989, No. 241, § 8; 1995, No. 654, § 1; 2003, No. 217,§ 2; 2003, No. 842, § 2; 2003 (2nd Ex. Sess.), No. 5, §§ 1, 2.
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