Arkansas Department of Education

Distance Learning Equipment Grant Application 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
It is the purpose of this grant to provide each public school district with the opportunity to make distance learning available to every student in the state.  This grant application is for the implementation of Act 34 and to distribute funds that are available through Act 96 of the 84th General Assembly Second Extraordinary Session of 2003.
GRANT FOCUS AREAS

In order to assist school districts in receiving advanced high school courses,

advanced placement courses, enriched course content, or academic courses not otherwise available in the school district; this grant shall be provided to either acquire equipment and software necessary to implement distance learning or upgrade existing equipment and software for more efficient operation of distance learning.

GRANT ELIGIBILITY

Grant funds will only be distributed to education cooperatives or a distance learning consortium that submit plans in which the public school districts participating:

· Address one or more of the established distance learning focus areas;

· Have technical protocols in alignment with standards established by the

Office of the Executive Chief Information Officer;

· Coordinate with the Arkansas Department of Education and Department of Information Services to seek the Federal Communication Commissions E-Rate discounts;

· Collaborate to share course content or receive content from the Arkansas Department of Education approved distance learning providers.
DEPARTMENT OVERSIGHT

The Arkansas Department of Education shall oversee the efficient operation of the

system.  In order to comply with the Department’s oversight responsibilities, the Department shall require submission and approval of implementation plans by the education cooperatives prior to distribution of funds. The Arkansas Department of Education distance learning rules shall be followed when using funds distributed 

through this grant process.

General Information

Complete and review each section of the grant.  Submit information for equipment upgrades and new equipment on separate forms. Present your project in a clear and compelling manner. 

Deadline for Submission is October 1, 2004.

Applications must be received no later than October 1, 2004 by 4:00 p.m.

FAXES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Arkansas Department of Education 

Distance Learning Equipment Grant

Applications must be received no later than October 1, 2004 by 4:00 p.m.

A separate form must be submitted for each district. 

This implementation plan is for an upgrade of existing equipment  _______

or

This implementation plan is for equipment for a new program         _______

A.  Describe applicant’s current involvement in distance learning and how existing equipment is currently being used. Include information regarding professional development as well as courses for students. Please provide appropriate numbers of participants, course titles and connection time for the 2003-2004 school year.

B.  Provide an inventory of videoconference equipment currently being utilized in the distance learning program. Information should include product name, model, software version, approximate cost, and date of purchase.

C.  Provide an inventory of the equipment requested through this grant including model and estimated cost of each item and the total cost of equipment requested.  (Maximum of $45,000)

D.  Describe the 2004-2005 plan for using the upgraded equipment or the 2005-2006 plan for using the equipment for a new program to assist students in receiving advanced courses, core curriculum courses, enrichment content, and academic courses not otherwise available.

Attach the Following Information at the End of Each Form

Education Service Cooperative:_____________________________________________

Education Service Cooperative Director’s Signature:____________________________ 

School Name: ___________________________________LEA Number: ___________

Superintendent’s Signature:________________________________________________

Grant Contact: Name_____________________________________________________

Phone: ____________FAX: _____________E-Mail: ____________________________

Deadline for Submission is October 1, 2004.

Applications must be received no later than October 1, 2004 by 4:00 p.m.

FAXES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

HOW TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION 

Applications should be double spaced in at least a 12pt font.  Pages should be numbered and stapled in the upper left corner.  

Mail or ensure delivery of an original and three copies of a completed application by deadline to the following address: 
Distance Learning Grant Application

Belinda Kittrell, Program Manager

601 Carnahan Drive

Maumelle, AR 72113










