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Assessing students with disabilities presents challenges to both general and special educators.  The No Child Left Behind Act has intensified the need to provide quality, large-scale assessments that inform instruction.  This conference will focus on strategies for assessing difficult-to-access children who need alternate assessments or are considered to be “gap kids.”  Ms. Quenemoen has extensive experience and expertise in providing technical assistance to states in these important areas.  Strategies currently being utilized in states will be featured.
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PRESENTER INFORMATION…

Rachel Quenemoen is the technical assistance team leader for the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO), an Office of Special Education Programs OSEP-funded technical assistance and dissemination center.  NCEO conducts research and provides technical assistance and leadership to states and districts as they implement inclusive assessment and accountability systems, specifically including students with disabilities.  Ms. Quenemoen has worked for 25 years as an educational sociologist focused on “research to practice’ efforts.  She has been a multi-district cooperative administrator in both general and special education and for the last ten years has worked at the state and national levels on educational change processes and reform efforts related to standards-based reform and students with disabilities, building consensus and capacity among practitioners and policymakers.  Her current research and technical assistance priorities include alternate assessment of students with significant disabilities and research focused on the causes of and solutions for “gap” issues.
    ENSURING APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS











