2004-2005 NASDSE SATELLITE CONFERENCE

SERIES:

Supporting Quality Education for Students with

Disabilities through Innovation


MODERATOR:  BILL EAST, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NASDSE


Wednesday, November 17, 2004

12 Noon – 2:00 PM (CT)

The reauthorization of IDEA will provide important flexibility for states in the identification of students eligible for special education.  The majority of children currently in special education are in the Specific Learning Disability (SLD) category.  Many educators question the methods currently utilized to identify and assess children for SLD.  However, research is underway that will provide important insights into a strategy known as Response to Intervention (RTI).  The presenters will address the definition of RTI, current research, state and local models being used and specific experiences in developing a state model.  The history of the identification process for SLD and current initiatives in this area will also be addressed.
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PRESENTER(S) INFORMATION…
Stevan Kukic, Ph.D. …Steve Kukic is Vice President of Professional Support and Sales for Sopris West Educational Services, a company specializing in reaching the tough to teach with proven and practical products, programs, professional development and consultation.  He is the current chair of the Professional Advisory Board for the National Center for Learning Disabilities.  He worked two years as an independent consultant, primarily with Franklin Covey Company’s Education Division, facilitating the use of principals based on 7 habits of Highly Effective People with individuals and organizations.  Before that, he was Director for At Risk and Special Education for the Utah State Office of Education for 11 years, providing leadership for state and federal programs for these children and youth in need.  Dr. Kukic was President of the National Association of State Directors of Special Education during 1991 and 1992 and for five years prior  to that, he directed a statewide center for technical assistance related to the education of students with disabilities .

Dr. Kukic is the author of more than 90 articles, chapters, newspaper columns, and books.  He has a Ph.D. from the University of Utah in School Administration and earned his M.A. in School Psychology and B.A. in Psychology at UCLA.

David Tilly III, Ph.D. …W. David Tilly currently serves as coordinator of assessment services for Heartland, IO AEA 11.  Heartland serves 55 public school districts and 36 accredited nonpublic schools.  Prior to joining Heartland AEA, Dr. Tilly was a consultant for assessment, research and innovation at the Iowa Department of Education.  Of particular note has been in his work with Iowa’s Renewed Service Delivery System (RSDS) which foundationally changed the way that special education is conceptualized and delivered in Iowa.  Dr. Tilly was principal investigator and primary author of Data Driver Leadership, a grant from the Iowa Department of Education.  In this role, he helped develop a 4-day curriculum on Data-Based Decision Making that all school administrators in Iowa participated in throughout the 3 years of the grant.  Additionally, Dr. Tilly helped write and implement Iowa’s State Improvement grant from the Office of Special Education Programs, Iowa’s Success4 grant (supporting social, emotional and behavioral development of all students in Iowa schools), and Iowa Special Education Effective-Results – a process that captures important special education results for all special education students.
Dr. Tilly is a school psychologist by training.  He completed his graduate work at the University of Oregon.  Since that time, he has worked as a practicing psychologist, a university trainer at Iowa State University, a state department of education consultant and an administrator.  He works regularly with states, school districts, federal offices and national organizations on improving educational results for all children.  He is also the author/coauthor of 24 published journal articles, book chapters or books, mostly focused on education innovation, system change and improving educational results.  His research and policy interests relate to supporting educational innovation in practice and improving educational results for all children.
Lana Michelson…Lana Michelson is the Chief of the Bureau of Children, Families, and Community Services.  In this capacity, she serves as the state director of special education for the Iowa Department of Education.  Prior to her work at the Department, she was a staff development consultant for Drake University.  As a staff development consultant, she has provided leadership and technical assistance in the area of problem solving and implementation of an integrated service delivery system.  Ms Michelson has provided leadership in the state in training and technical assistance in functional assessment, progress monitoring, and teaching strategies.
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