Preserve America HISTORY TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Sponsored by The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History and Preserve America announce the second annual Preserve America History Teacher of the Year Award, which honors outstanding teachers of American history across the country. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, founded in 1994, promotes the study and love of American history. Increasingly national and international in scope, the Institute's programs and initiatives serve audiences ranging from students to scholars to the general public. Preserve America is a White House initiative that encourages and supports community efforts to preserve America’s cultural and natural heritage. 

The History Teacher of the Year Award, under the rubric of Preserve America, recognizes outstanding American history teachers from elementary school through high school, and the crucial importance of American history education. Finalists are selected from each of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Department of Defense schools, and U.S. Territories. From these local winners, a national honoree is recognized as the National Preserve America History Teacher of the Year.


History teachers at every level, from elementary through high school, are eligible for nomination. Winners will be chosen based on several criteria:

· At least three years of experience in teaching American history

· A deep career commitment to teaching American history

· Evidence of creativity and imagination in the classroom

· Close attention to documents, artifacts, historic sites, and the other primary materials of history

Eligibility
· Any full-time middle school or high school teacher may be nominated who teaches American history as his or her primary subject.

· Any full-time elementary school teacher may be nominated who focuses on American history within the framework of their elementary school program.

· Nominations can be made by a department or division head, a school director, or principal.

Procedure

Nomination packages must be submitted in the following document order:

· The nominee's curriculum vitae

· A full letter of nomination outlining the candidate's career achievement and specific evidence of his/her excellence as a history teacher, including their effectiveness in improving students’ knowledge of American history

· One letter of support from the candidate’s immediate supervisor

· A one-page statement of the candidate’s educational philosophy

· A listing of American history courses taught by the candidate over a period of at least three years. Elementary school teachers should list American history topics and the grades in which those topics were taught.

· A sample lesson plan, not to exceed three pages

· A sample extended project assigned to students, demonstrating use of primary documents, artifacts, historic sites, etc. (please do not send student work)

· A short video demonstrating a classroom-teaching segment (maximum of 8-10 minutes)

Please submit an original and four copies of written materials.

Deadlines


Individual state deadlines are determined at the discretion of the state coordinator.  

The Arkansas state deadline:  Nominations and all supporting materials must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2005.  
Awards


State winners will be announced and honored at local ceremonies. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History honors each state winner with an award of $1,000 and a  “History Teacher of the Year” plaque in a ceremony in their home state. The Institute also presents their school with an archive of primary historical materials, named in honor of that teacher, for use in the school library or resource center. Winners are selected in each state by panels of distinguished history educators under the supervision of the Gilder Lehrman Institute and Preserve America.

The National History Teacher of the Year is selected from the 50+ state winners, (including the District of Columbia, Department of Defense and U.S. Territories) by a panel of prominent historians. The 2005 national winner will be honored in early fall, in Washington, DC or New York City. The winner, together with the nominating supervisor, will travel to the national recognition ceremony with expenses paid by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.

Submitting Nominations

Address nomination package (including 4 copies of written material) to the State Coordinator: 

Maggie Herrick, 
Social Studies Specialist 
Arkansas Dept. of Education 

Academic Standards and Assessment
4 State Capitol Mall, Rm 105-A
Little Rock, AR 72201 
Phone: 501 682-5303 
mailto:mherrick@arkedu.k12.ar.us 

 
Any questions about eligibility or procedures should be addressed to the State Coordinator, or to the national coordinator:

Cecelia Hartsell

National Award Coordinator

The Preserve America HTOY Award

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

19 West 44th Street

Suite 500

New York, NY 10036

Phone: (646) 366-9666

Email: hartsell@gilderlehrman.org
2004 Preserve America History Teacher of the Year Award Winners

· Alabama: Marjo Gann, Hoover High School

· Alaska: Patricia S. Behner, North Pole High School

· Arkansas: Michael D. Polston, Cabot High School

· California: Kenneth E. Hooper, Bakersfield High School

· Colorado: Karen Green, Aspen High School

· Connecticut: Jeanne Marie Benoit, Putnam Middle School

· Delaware: Sandy Furbush, Sussex Technical High School, Georgetown

· Florida: Regina Stuck, Homestead Middle School

· Georgia: Andrew G. White, Morrow High School

· Hawaii: Wray Jose, Moanalua High School, Honolulu

· Idaho: Gail Chumbley, Eagle High School

· Illinois: Robert A. Rodey, Marian Catholic High School, Chicago Heights

· Indiana: Stephen S. Hardwick, Indian Creek Elementary School, Indianapolis

· Iowa: James Daniel, Valley High School, West Des Moines

· Kansas: Martha Howard, Indian Hills Middle School, Prairie Village

· Kentucky: Patricia J. Morris, Ballard High School, Louisville

· Louisiana: Jane Texada, Pineville High School

· Maine: Gail Lamb, Monmouth Academy

· Maryland: Robert Alan Handy, Bel Air High School

· Massachusetts: W. Dean Eastman, Beverly High School

· Michigan: Timothy J. Evans, Marysville Middle School

· Minnesota: Lonni Skrentner, Edina High School

· Mississippi: Todd E. Boucher, Biloxi High School

· Missouri: Joan W. Musbach, Ladue Middle School, St. Louis

· Montana: Norman F. Anderson, Great Falls High School

· Nebraska: Mark Hunt, Boone Central High School, Albion

· Nevada: Carol Hines, The Darrell C. Swope Middle School, Reno

· New Hampshire: Thomas Gilfoyle, Nashua North High School

· New Jersey: Beverly Jones, Trenton Central High School

· New Mexico: Jim Smith, Mayfield High School, Las Cruces

· New York: Celestine DeSaussure, Mark Twain Intermediate School, Brooklyn

· North Carolina: Allen Guidry, J.H. Rose High School, Greenville

· North Dakota: Jeffrey C. Stotts, Devils Lake High School

· Ohio: Linda Darus Clark, Padua Franciscan High School, Parma

· Oklahoma: Stephen G. Stevens, Latta High School, Ada

· Oregon: Kristie Duyckinck, Century High School, Hillsboro

· Pennsylvania: Angela Matt, Loomis Elementary School, Broomall

· Rhode Island: Robert A. Scappini, Central Falls High School

· South Carolina: Priscilla McPheeters, Coughman Road Elementary, Columbia

· South Dakota: Vikki Hasche, Arlington Elementary School

· Tennessee: Mary Catherine Bradshaw, Hillsboro High School, Nashville

· Texas: Melony Glynn Speer, East Central Heritage Middle School, San Antonio

· Utah: Conn James Wood, Dixie Middle School, St. George

· Vermont: Jerry Desmaris, Spaulding High School, Barre

· Virginia: Barbara W. Weaver, Thomas Eaton Middle School, Hampton

· Washington, DC: Annie C. Miller, Jefferson Junior High School

· Washington State: Marshall Mah, Mount Spokane High School, Mead

· West Virginia: Robert Wilson, Parkersburg High School

· Wisconsin: Kathleen Cochrane Kean, Nicolet High School, Glendale  *National Winner*
· Wyoming: Kevin Cates, McCormick Junior High School, Cheyenne

· Puerto Rico: Elsa Castro, University Gardens High School, San Juan

· U.S. Virgin Islands: Leonice Donovan, Edith Williams Elementary School, St. Thomas

· U.S. Territories: Letoa R. Atafua, Tafuna High School, Pago Pago, American Samoa
· Department of Defense Education Agency: N. Wayne Craig, Quantico Middle High School

