SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITY (SCD) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

FOR ALTERNATE PORTFOLIO ASSESSMENT

For some students with disabilities, their level of cognitive ability and adaptive behavior skills may prevent attainment of the academic content and achievement standards that are designated at each grade level for all students.  Under the No Child Left Behind Act, such students may meet the criteria established by the State to be considered as students with a “significant cognitive disability” and may be assessed with an alternate assessment based on alternate standards.

All students with disabilities must participate, with or without accommodations, in the Criterion-Referenced Tests (Benchmark for grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8; End-of-Course Algebra and Geometry, if taking those courses; grade 9 Math; End-of-Course Literacy for grade 11), or in the Alternate Portfolio Assessment System for those students determined to have a significant cognitive disability.

The Alternate Portfolio Assessment System in Arkansas for the Benchmark exams in grades 3 through 8 and 11th grade literacy is designed for and administered to those students with disabilities who have been determined by their Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams to be students with a significant cognitive disability. The decision for a student’s participation in the Alternate Portfolio Assessment is an IEP team decision based on the defined needs and associated academic/behavioral performance deficiencies of the student. It is not a decision made by the school administration.

The term “significant cognitive disability” is not a new separate category of disability. It is a designation given to a small number of students with disabilities for purposes of their participation in the statewide student assessment program. For a student to be classified as having a significant cognitive disability for purposes of participation in the Alternate Portfolio Assessment System, ALL of the following statements must be true as determined by the student’s IEP team.

· The student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school, and community environments are significantly below age expectations, even with program modifications, adaptations and accommodations.

· The student’s course of study is primarily functional and life-skills oriented.

· The student requires extensive direct instruction and/or extensive supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize academic and functional skills necessary for application in school, work, home, and community environments.

· The student demonstrates severe and complex disabilities and poor adaptive skills levels (determined to be significantly below age expectations by that student’s comprehensive assessment) that essentially prevent the student from meaningful participation in the standard academic core curriculum or achievement of the academic content standards established at grade level.

· The student’s disability causes dependence on others for many, if not all, daily living needs, and the student is expected to require extensive ongoing support in adulthood.

· The student’s inability to complete the standard academic curriculum at grade level is not primarily the result of the following:

· Excessive or extended absences, poor attendance, or lack of instruction; 

· Sensory (visual or auditory) or physical disabilities; emotional-behavioral disabilities; or a specific learning disability; 

· Social, cultural, linguistic or economic differences;

· Below average reading level;

· Low achievement in general;

· Expectations of poor performance;

· Disruptive behavior;

· The student’s IQ;

· The anticipated impact of the student’s performance on the school/district performance scores; and

· The student’s disability category, educational placement, type of instruction, and/or amount of time receiving special education services.

