Arkansas Department of Education

2005-2006 DISTANCE LEARNING EQUIPMENT GRANT

DEADLINE FOR GRANT: OCTOBER 12, 2005 by 4:00 p.m.


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

It is the purpose of the grant to assist public school districts with the opportunity to make distance learning available to every student in the state. The grant is for the distribution of funds that became available through ACT 96 of the 84th  General  Assembly Second Extraordinary Session of 2003.
GRANT FOCUS AREA

To assist school districts in receiving advanced high school courses,

advanced placement courses, enriched course content, or other academic courses not otherwise available in the school district.

The grant awards shall have the following priorities:

· Providing distance learning equipment to school districts that do not have the equipment to provide courses for their students

· Providing distance learning equipment to school districts that will provide multiple courses to other districts

GRANT ELIGIBILITY

Grant funds will only be distributed to education cooperatives that submit plans for:

· School districts without interactive distance learning equipment or school districts that provide courses to other districts 

· Coordinate with the Department to seek the Federal Communication Commissions         E-rate discounts

· Collaborate to share course content or receive content from ADE approved distance learning providers
DEPARTMENT OVERSIGHT

The Arkansas Department of Education shall oversee the efficient operation and 

use of the system. In order to comply with the Department’s oversight responsibilities, the Department shall require submission and approval of the implementation plans submitted by the education cooperatives prior to distribution of funds. The Research and Technology Division of the Arkansas Department of Education shall design the format for the implementation plan.

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

The implementation plan shall include the amount of funds requested by

each priority herein listed and documentation supporting the stated purpose, focus areas, and eligibility requirements contained in these rules. The superintendent and the education cooperative director of each participating school district shall approve the plan submitted to the Arkansas Department of Education. The plan shall be consistent with Arkansas Code and existing Arkansas Department of Education rules regarding distance learning. A committee will review plans for approval. In order to be considered for funding, implementation plans must be received by the Arkansas Department of Education by October 12, 2005 at 4:00 pm.

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

The Department will budget and distribute funds appropriated in the following priority order:

Priority one is to acquire equipment and software necessary to implement distance learning in districts not having interactive video capacity. 

Priority two is to acquire equipment necessary to deliver courses to three or more districts. 

Priority three is to distribute any funds not requested in priorities one and two for backbone capacity, connectivity and telecommunication services for distance learning.
HOW TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION

Complete each section of the grant application.  Present the project in a clear and descriptive manner.   

*
Applications should be double spaced in at least a 12pt font.  

*
Grant applications are limited to a maximum of six (6) pages. 

*
Pages should be numbered and stapled in the upper left corner. 

*
Assurances must be signed and submitted with the grant

      application.    

*
NO FAXES will be accepted! 

Mail original and one copy of the completed application form to:

Distance Learning Grant Application

Belinda Kittrell, Program Manager

601 Carnahan Drive

Maumelle, AR 72113

Questions:  bkittrell@arkedu.k12.ar.us
Applications must be received by October 12, 2005 by 4:00 p.m.

Arkansas Department of Education 

2005-2006 Distance Learning Equipment Grant 

Please complete each question and print the following information.

School Name: ___________________________________LEA Number: ___________

Grant Contact Name:____________________________________________________

Phone: _________________FAX: _______________E-Mail: ____________________
Address where distance learning equipment will be placed:

_____________________________________________________________________

School website URL: ___________________________________________________

Education Service Cooperative: ______________________________________________
A.  Describe applicant’s current involvement in distance learning and how existing equipment is currently being used. Include information regarding professional development as well as courses for students. Please provide estimated numbers of participants, course titles, and connection time for the 2005-2006 school year.

B. Provide an inventory of videoconference equipment currently being

     utilized in the distance learning program. Information should include

     product name, model, software version, approximate cost, and date  

     of purchase. (Audiographics, satellite full motion, older compressed 

     video or other equipment).

C. Provide an inventory of the equipment requested through this grant including model and estimated cost of each item and the total cost of equipment requested.  

D. Describe the 2006-2007 plans for using the equipment to assist students in receiving core curriculum courses, advanced courses, and academic courses not otherwise available. 

Applications must be received no later than October 12, 2005 by 4:00 p.m.

2005-2006 Distance Learning Equipment Grant  Assurances


The ______________________________ school district agrees to: 

1. ___Provide complete information on all forms.

2. ___ Send or receive at least one course within the 2006- 2007 school year.

3. ___Obtain any local licenses or clearances which may be necessary for installing the

            equipment.

4. ___Be responsible for any maintenance contracts which may be required.

5. ___Provide wiring, conduits, and power supply as required.

6. ___Send two participants to be trained in the operation of the equipment.

7. ___Provide teacher in-service and staff development to utilize distance learning.

8. ___Provide research data and statistics which ADE may require.

9. ___ Agree to pay necessary interactive line charges.

10. ___Utilize the equipment within 12 months of installation for course(s) with an APSCN

            code.

11. ___Submit two reports for the project by specified due dates with the first year of the 

            grant. 

12.___ Install all designated equipment at the indicated site according to guidelines.
13.___Coordinate with the Department to seek the Federal Communication Commissions
             E-rate discounts.
14.___Collaborate to share course content or receive content from ADE approved distance 

             learning providers.

15.___Follow Arkansas State Board of Education rules and policy regulations regarding 

            distance learning.

Grant Contact Person (Print Name and Sign)

Superintendent (Print Name and Sign)

_______________________________________________________________________

Education Cooperative Director (Print Name and Sign)

NO FAXES WILL BE ACCEPTED
Please mail this form to:

Distance Learning Grant Application

Belinda Kittrell, Program Manager

601 Carnahan Drive

Maumelle, AR  72113

