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	Louisiana Diplomas for Displaced Out-of-State Students 
(“Distance Diplomas”) 
The Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted in September to allow students who relocated to other states due to the hurricanes to receive Louisiana diplomas during the 2005-06 and the 2006-07 school years. Letters to State Departments of Education outline the procedures for obtaining a Louisiana diploma including:

· Schools distribute the attached flyer to displaced Louisiana juniors and seniors.

· The current school counselor notifies the Louisiana Department of Education of the student’s decision by supplying the student’s name, social security number or date of birth, and former school on an electronic form on our website.

· After the student completes the necessary courses, the current school counselor sends the transcript to the student’s home district. Instructions for submitting the transcript will soon be available on our website.

· The home district will evaluate the transcript and send the diploma to the student’s current school.

· Students needing to take the Louisiana Graduation Exit Exam (GEE) will be provided three opportunities to take the GEE online in the Spring, 2006. 

Students in Louisiana must earn 23 Carnegie Units or course credits and pass the Louisiana Graduation Exit Exam (GEE) in order to earn a diploma. Students take the Mathematics and English Language Arts portions of the GEE in 10 th grade and the Science and Social Studies sections in 11 th grade. Students must pass Mathematics, English Language Arts and either Science or Social Students to pass the GEE. 

"It was a high priority to take care of all of our displaced students after the hurricanes, but especially our graduating seniors.  For many of our students the opportunity to attain a Louisiana diploma was an important symbol of survival and hope. "

Superintendent Cecil Picard 

	· Information for Couselors and Administrators 

· Information for Students (FAQs) 
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