Arkansas Grades 3–8

Mathematics and Literacy

General Performance Level Descriptions

Below Basic

Below Basic students fail to show sufficient mastery of skills in reading and writing or mathematics to attain the basic level.

Basic

Basic students show substantial skills in reading and writing or mathematics; however, they only partially demonstrate the abilities to apply these skills. They demonstrate a need for some additional assistance, commitment, or study to reach the proficient level.

Proficient

Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the next level of schooling. They can use Arkansas’ established reading and writing or mathematics skills and knowledge to solve problems and complete tasks on their own. Students can tie ideas together and explain the ways their ideas are connected.

Advanced

Advanced students demonstrate superior performance well beyond proficient grade-level performance. They can apply Arkansas’ established reading and writing or mathematics skills to solve complex problems and complete demanding tasks on their own. They can make insightful connections between abstract and concrete ideas and provide well-supported explanations and arguments.

