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	PERFORMANCE LEVEL
	
DEFINITION

	Basic
	In the area of mathematics, sixth-grade students performing at the basic level demonstrate the ability to use mathematical skills and procedures in the five content strands at the knowledge and conceptual levels. Included in this level of performance is mastery of basic whole number computation and ordering when presented in problem settings.

Specifically, sixth-grade students performing at this level

•
complete problems correctly with the help of specific directions and problem-solving steps;

•
solve routine, real-world problems through the appropriate selection and use of strategies and technological tools, including calculators, computers, and geometric shapes;

•
demonstrate a beginning understanding of algebraic representations;

•
are able to read representations, such as charts and graphs, and can perform calculations involving data sets; and

•
show limited skill in communicating mathematically.

	Proficient
	In the area of mathematics, sixth-grade students performing at the proficient level demonstrate proficiency in use of mathematical skills and concepts at the knowledge and conceptual levels and apply mathematical procedures and skills to solve problems that involve applications of the five content strands.

Specifically, sixth-grade students performing at this level

•
have a solid understanding of number relationships and can estimate and perform computations consistently;

•
understand basic geometric properties and can apply them in problem-solving situations;

•
can read and interpret representations of data sets and can draw conclusions based on the information;

•
consistently solve problems involving inequalities and ordering and can verify their solutions; and

•
can communicate generally about their problem-solving techniques and strategies

	Advanced
	In the area of mathematics, sixth-grade students performing at the advanced level, in addition to routinely applying procedures and skills at the knowledge and conceptual understanding levels, solve problems involving complex applications and integration of the five mathematics content strands.

Specifically, sixth-grade students performing at this level

•
communicate effectively about numbers and demonstrate a high level of number sense;

•
extend geometric properties and apply them to problem situations;

•
implement procedures to solve abstract measurement problems;

•
make inferences and conclusions from data and probability models;

•
demonstrate use of variables and use clear written explanations when verifying problem-solving processes; and

•
synthesize the five content strands and make connections between strands.


