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The International Center for Leadership in Education, with funding support from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Council Chief State Schools Officers (CCSSO), has been conducting research to find the best high schools in the country.  This conference focuses on the characteristics that make the identified high schools effective for all students, including students with disabilities.  States across the country are focusing on making challenging content required by the No Child Left Behind  Act (NCLB) in all core subject areas available to all students, assessing students on that content and reporting results to the public.  Effective models help illustrate the promising practices employed by highly successful schools.  The presenters will report the results of their research and focus on what works in the successful high schools of today.
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PRESENTER(S) INFORMATION

Gloeckler, Lawrence C. – is the executive Director of the Special Education Institute at the International Center for Leadership in Rexford, New York.  In this role, he works with state education agencies, universities, and local school districts throughout the country on strategies to improve performance for students with disabilities.   He also speaks about these issues at national and regional meetings of school district personnel and educational organizations.  He is currently working with the state education agencies in Iowa, Nevada, and Vermont on efforts to improve performance for students with disabilities and at-risk populations.  He is also working with the North Carolina State Education Agency and the University of North Carolina at Charlotte in analyzing local school district special education data to assist districts in improving performance for these students.  From 1989-2003 Mr. Gloeckler served as Deputy Commissioner for the New York State Education Department.  In this role, he served as both state director of special education and state director for vocational rehabilitation, as well as, being responsible for administering the state’s Independent Living Program.  In November 1999, he received the Heritage Award, given by NASDSE to a person who has made an outstanding contribution to the field of special education.

McNulty, Ray – is a Senior Consultant for the International Center for Leadership in Education and Executive Director of its Successful Practices Network.  Prior to joining the International Center, he was a Senior Fellow at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, where he worked with leading educators form around the country to reinvent our nation’s high schools.  He also served as immediate past president of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD).  An educator since 1973, Mr. McNulty has been a teacher, vice principal, and superintendent.  From 2001-03, he served as Vermont’s education commissioner.  During his tenure, McNulty focused on aligning the department work on three key issues: early education, educator quality, and secondary school reform.  He has presented on the state, national, and international levels concerning the needs for school systems to accept the challenges that lie ahead.  He is committed to raising the performance standards for both teachers and students and building solid connections between schools and communities.  Mr. McNulty believes strongly that educational systems cannot wait for children and challenges to arrive at school; rather, schools needs to reach out and help forge solutions.
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