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The following are some frequently asked questions (and answers) related to Arkansas’ Highly Qualified Teacher provisions.  This is offered as increased clarification for the Amended Rules for Highly Qualified Teachers as a follow-up to earlier Director’s Memos SI-05-030, SI-05-042 and SI-05-057).

Q. Who must establish HQT status?

A. Right now, any veteran teacher teaching a core academic class must establish whether or not he or she is a Highly Qualified Teacher (fill out the forms) in order to teach that class.  He or she does not necessarily have to BE highly qualified; just establish HQT status.

     All teachers of core academic classes must be HQ by the end of the ’05-’06 school year.

     NOTE: All new teachers must be Highly Qualified before they are hired.

Q. How does a teacher go about establishing HQT status?

A. HQT has three facets; Bachelor’s Degree minimum, Full State Licensure, and demonstration of Content Knowledge.  The teacher completes the appropriate information for each of the facets on the HQT Designation Form.  If the demonstration of Content Knowledge requires that the teacher complete the AR HOUSSE form, then that would be completed and attached as well.  Supporting documentation is to be attached to the form(s).

Q. Do teachers submit copies of the HQT form(s) to the Department of Education?

A. No.  Copies of the form(s) and any accompanying documentation is to be kept by the teacher and the school district.  That information must be available in the event of a USDOE audit.

Q. What are the core academic classes?

A. English, Reading or Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Foreign Language, Social Studies, Music, and Art.

Q. Which grade levels require Highly Qualified Teachers?

A. Early Childhood (or Elementary)

     Middle School

     Secondary

Q. Which Praxis tests are acceptable regarding the demonstration of content knowledge at the elementary or early childhood level?

A. Praxis #011, Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

Praxis #012, Elementary Education: Content Area Exercises
Praxis #014, Elementary Education: Content Knowledge

Praxis #016, Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment K-#5


Praxis #020, Early Childhood Education


Praxis #021, Education of Young Children

Q. What about the Praxis test #010?

A.
Praxis #010 is the one referred to as the “old” NTE (National Teacher’s Exam).  It is worth 50 points towards the 100 points required on AR HOUSSE.

NOTE: In any of the core academic subject areas, at any grade level, if a teacher has taken an assessment other than the indicated Praxis assessment and wishes to use it to demonstrate content knowledge (as might be the case with a teacher from a different state) each case should be evaluated on an individual basis.  In general, though, if a test would be acceptable as a demonstration of content knowledge in an other state, it would be acceptable in Arkansas.

Q. What about Middle Level?

A. The acceptable test for demonstration of content knowledge at the Middle School level is Praxis II test #0146, Middle School: Content Knowledge Test.  This is acceptable whether the teacher is teaching all subjects, or a single subject like English or Math, etc.  This is true even if the teacher is teaching Reading.
Q. What are the grade levels associated with Elementary, Middle and Secondary schools?

A. The definitions of grade levels are now defined as follows:

Elementary (Early Childhood) = grades K-6

Middle Childhood (or Middle Level or Middle School) = grades 4-8

Secondary = grades 7-12

This offers flexibility in that a school configuration may establish whether 4-5-6 are elementary grades or middle level grades.  Therefore a teacher teaching 4th, 5th or 6th grade MAY establish HQT as an Elementary teacher OR as a Middle Level teacher.  Also, it doesn’t matter if a school is named Elementary School or Middle School; it’s the GRADE that matters, not the name.

Q. If a teacher chooses to demonstrate content knowledge by testing, which Praxis test should be taken?

A. Teachers must take and pass the Praxis II Arkansas Licensure Content Knowledge Test in the specific content area.

Q. Will teachers have to go through this process again, or is this requirement, once fulfilled, acceptable for the rest of the teaching career?

A. Unless and until things change this is a one-time exercise; however HQT status must be demonstrated before a teacher teaches a Core Academic Class; even in the future.

Q. How do teachers who are not currently teaching in Arkansas (or not teaching at all) demonstrate HQT status, so they can be ready when they apply for a position?

A. They will fill out the HQT forms and have them available to show an administrator when they search for a position.

Q. Would a person on an Additional License Plan (ALP) be considered HQ in the ALP subject area.

A. No; unless they have met the standard HQT criteria.

Q. Would a person teaching on an “Approval” credential be considered HQ in the Approval subject area.

A. No; unless they have met the standard HQT criteria.

Q. Should school administrators have teachers designate HQT status now?

A. Yes.  Each teacher teaching core academic classes should designate HQT status now.  The mechanism for reporting that information to the State (for the State to report to Washington) is currently being developed.  When it is in place (Fall ’05) the schools will report the status of the teachers.  In the meantime, the data should be maintained in the teachers’ files.

NOTE: The following are additions and changes in the AR HOUSSE document for which a teacher may accumulate points (approved June ’05).

a. Participation in a Leadership Academy = 20 points

b. Participation in ELLA Curriculum Training = 20 points

c. Participation in the AR Math and Science Prof. Dev. Institute = 20 points

d. Years of teaching experience in this subject area within the last five years = 10 points per year (50 pts max)

e. Content-based Professional Development = 8 pts per activity of PD (40 pts max)

Q. What is the number of credit hours that would be the equivalent of a Major?

A. The number of credit hours that would be the equivalent of a Major is 24.

Q. Who reviews activities and items on HOUSSE and determines if the indicated item is, in fact, acceptable for the points associated with it?

A. Activities and/or items used for points on HOUSSE are reviewed by the teacher and the school administrator, and together they determine if the indicated item is, in fact, acceptable for the points associated with it.  If in their best judgment they feel that the claim can be defended and justified, it should be acceptable in the event of a USDOE audit.  All personnel must remember that all activities and/or items must be CONTENT oriented, not pedagogy.

Q. If a teacher was exempted from a class in college by testing out, can (s)he count the credit hours (s)he would have received if (s)he had taken the class?

A.  No.

Q. What is considered full state licensure?

A. In Arkansas that would be an Initial or Standard Arkansas Teaching license, or a Non-Traditional Provisional license, or have completed all requirements except Arkansas History for Standard Licensure through reciprocity
Q. If I am licensed in an area, does that constitute being highly qualified in that area.

A. No.  State licensure is not tied to the federal designation as HQT.  The federal designation is based on three things: 1) having the degree, 2) having the license, and 2) demonstrating competence in the subject area.
Q. Do ALL teachers have to meet the HQT designation?

A. No; only teachers who are teacher-of-record in kindergarten through grade four and all middle school teachers (grades four through eight) and secondary school teachers (grades seven through twelve) in core academic subject areas must meet the HQT designation in that area.

Q. Is the Highly Qualified Teacher designation another name for teacher licensure?

A. No!  Standards for licensing teachers are set by states.  The HQT designation is a federal requirement as per NCLB.

Q. What is the timeline for achieving the HQT designation?

A. All veteran elementary, middle and secondary school teachers of core academic subject area classes must meet the HQT designation by the END of the 2005-2006 school year.  All new teachers (teachers newly hired after the beginning of the 2002-2003 school year) who teach in core academic subject areas must be HQT for the subject they teach on the date of hire.

Q. What documentation would be required if a teacher claims points for committee work or in-service, etc?

A. Any certificate or reasonable written document signed by a supervisor, facilitator or school administrator would be acceptable.

Q. Does a special education teacher who is teacher-of-record teaching a core academic subject, who is licensed in special education but not in that subject area, now have to be licensed in that subject area?

A. NO; NOT LICENSED in the area.  However, this teacher DOES have to meet the HQT designation in the core academic subject area he or she teaches.  This includes demonstrating competence in the content area.
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