
Highly Qualified Teachers

Q & A for Special Education – NCLB and IDEA

Highly Qualified Teachers

Highly Qualified Special Educators

The following table may be utilized to understand the distinction between the: Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) as described by No Child Left Behind Act of 2001(NCLB), and the Highly Qualified Special Educator (HQSE) as described by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA).

	
	Question
	HQT - NCLB
	HQSE - IDEA

	1.


	Must the following K‑6 environment Special Education teachers be highly qualified?
	
	

	1a. 
	Resource environment,

teaching Learning Strategies
	No, because this teacher is not teaching a core academic content class.
	Yes, the teacher must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	1b.
	Resource environment,

teaching a core academic content class
	Yes, must be HQT in Elementary/Early Childhood Education (ECE), or in the core academic content area(s) being taught.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	1c.
	Self-contained environment, teaching core academic content area(s)
	Yes, must be HQT in ECE/Elementary, or HQT in Middle Childhood Education (MCE) if teaching grades 4, 5 or 6.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching. 

	1d.
	Inclusion environment,

any core academic content area(s) where the regular ed teacher is the teacher-of-record
	No, the special education teacher is not the teacher-of-record.


	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	1e.


	Inclusion environment (class-within-a-class, two rosters of children), any core academic content area
	Yes, must be HQT in Elementary/ECE, or in MCE if teaching grades 4, 5 or 6 and the special education teacher is the teacher-of-record.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2.
	Must the following Middle Childhood environment Special Education teachers be highly qualified?
	
	

	2a.
	Resource environment,

teaching Learning Strategies
	No, this is not a core academic content class.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2b.
	Resource environment,

teaching a core academic content class
	Yes, must be HQT in the core academic content area(s) being taught.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2c.
	Resource environment,

teaching two or more core academic content areas
	Yes, must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2d.
	Self-contained environment, all core academic content area(s)
	Yes, must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2e.
	Inclusion environment, teaching any core academic content area(s)

Regular Ed teacher is the teacher of record
	No, the special education teacher is not the teacher-of-record.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	2f.
	Inclusion environment class-within-a-class, (two rosters of children) any core academic content area(s)
	Yes, if the teacher is the teacher-of-record, he or she must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	3.
	Must the following Secondary environment Special Education teachers, be highly qualified?
	
	

	3a.
	Resource environment,

teaching Learning Strategies
	No, because this is not a core academic content class.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching. 

	3b.
	Resource environment,

teaching a core academic content class
	Yes, must be HQT in the content area(s) being taught. (Single Subject).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	3c.
	Resource environment, teaching two or more core academic content classes
	Yes, must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	3d.
	Self-contained environment,

all core academic content area(s)
	Yes, must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching. 

	3e.
	Inclusion environment,

any core academic content area(s)

Regular Ed teacher is the teacher of record
	No, because teacher is not the teacher-of-record.
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	3f.
	Inclusion environment, teacher of a class-within-a- class (two rosters of children) any core academic content area(s)
	Yes, if the teacher is the teacher of record, he or she must be HQT in the areas being taught (Single Subject form) OR HQT via Multi-Subject designation (Multi-Subject form).
	Yes, must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the grade level he or she is teaching.

	4.
	Must a Special Education Teacher in a self-contained environment teaching all core academic content area(s), any grade level, with students on alternate assessment be HQT?
	No, this class is not designated as a content class.  It is a special education class.
	Yes. Must be appropriately licensed in Special Education for the instructional level he or she is teaching. 

May use NCLB Multi-Subject HOUSSE form OR Single Subject HOUSSE form to be HQSE at the level of instruction.

	5.
	If a teacher is on an ALP for Special Education teaching a content area class, which form should be completed for the content area?
	The Single Subject form can be completed for the content area(s) in question.
	The person is not considered HQSE. A highly qualified special education (elementary or secondary) teacher must have a State teaching license in Special Education.

	6.
	What are the relevant dates for new teachers vs. veteran teachers?
	Teachers who taught core academic content area classes prior to the first day of the 2002-2003 school year are considered veteran teachers. A teacher who began teaching after the first day of the 2002-2003 school year is considered a new teacher.
	Teachers teaching special education were to be highly qualified at the level of special education that they are providing by January 2005.

	7.
	Do core subjects that have been taught in a resource environment for course credit, count as teaching experience points on HOUSSE? 
	Yes, they may be counted in the content area taught.


	


The following are answers to other commonly asked questions.

1. On ARHOUSSE, what is considered to be acceptable coursework for Early Childhood?

Elementary teachers can demonstrate competence in Early Childhood via coursework directly related to “reading, writing, mathematics and/or other areas of the basic elementary school curriculum”.

2. Will the National Teacher’s Exam (NTE) from years ago count for 50 points?

Yes, the NTE will count 50 points on the Single-Subject ARHOUSSE, only.

3. Can paraprofessionals be teacher-of-record in a classroom while they are working on their license?

No. This individual is not a licensed teacher.

4. Which courses count towards demonstration of content knowledge for HQT?

Courses that apply to the demonstration of content knowledge are those that are content based, not “Pedagogy”, “Methods” or “How-to-Teach” courses.  For example, classes that taught English, offered by the Department of English would count, but Methods of Teaching English, offered by the Education Department would not count.

5. Does a special education methods class for Mathematics count towards demonstration of Mathematics content knowledge?

No. The class must be a content knowledge course, e.g., taught within the Mathematics department, not for Education department.

6. Does a College Algebra course count towards HQT content knowledge for math? 

Yes.

7. How do I distinguish the difference between Content vs. Pedagogy coursework?

A rule-of-thumb is to evaluate transcripted courses by the Department in which they were taught.  A course taught in the History Department is probably a Social Studies content course.  One taught in the Education Department is probably a Methods course.

8. Which test(s) should I take if I want to demonstrate content knowledge by passing the test?

The appropriate tests are those that are identified as the current content knowledge tests required for an Arkansas teaching license.  The tests required for HQT are the ones identified as the Content Knowledge test (see table).  These tests codes and cut off scores are valid as of January 30, 2006.

	Areas of Licensure
	Grades
	Test Codes
	Test Names
	Cut Score

	Early Childhood
	P-4
	021
	Education of Young Children
	164

	Middle Childhood:
	
	
	
	

	
Math/Science
	4-8
	146
	Middle School:           Content Knowledge
	139

	
English/Social Studies
	4-8
	146
	Middle School:           Content Knowledge
	139

	Mathematics
	7-12
	061
	Mathematics:              Content Knowledge
	116

	English
	7-12
	041
	English:                      Content Knowledge
	159

	Social Studies
	7-12
	081
	Social Studies:            Content Knowledge
	155

	Physical/Earth Science

(area specific to courses taught)
	7-12
	481
	Physical Science:       Content Knowledge
	145

	
	
	571
	Earth Science:            Content Knowledge
	145

	Life/Earth Science

(area specific to courses taught)
	7-12
	235
	Biology:                     Content Knowledge
	142

	
	
	571
	Earth Science:            Content Knowledge
	145

	Art
	P-12
	133
	Art:                             Content Knowledge
	157

	Music, Vocal, & Instrumental
	P-12
	113
	Music:                        Content Knowledge
	150

	Spanish
	P-12
	191
	Spanish:                      Content Knowledge
	155

	French
	P-12
	173
	French:                       Content Knowledge
	158


For information on testing for licensure contact the Arkansas Department of Education Office of Professional Licensure at 501-682-4342.  Or on the internet you may go to ETS.org; Click on PRAXIS; Click on State Requirements; Click on Arkansas; Click on Tests Required for Initial Licensure.
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