Arkansas History Lesson Plan K-6 Project

The Arkansas History Coalition and the Arkansas Department of Education are pleased to announce a joint partnership for the creation of original K-6 Arkansas History lessons.  The partnership is providing Arkansas teachers in grades K-6 the opportunity to create original, quality lesson plans aligned to the Arkansas Social Studies Framework Revised 2006, which will be shared statewide.  The attached pages contain all of the details and requirements.  

The Arkansas History lesson project is intended to gather lesson plans involving completely original ideas and activities.  Original work created and submitted by participants will be recognized; however, the project will not accept plagiarized ideas, activities, and lessons.   

These lesson plans may be bundled by topic, grade, and enduring understanding, into model units as they are organized for posting. 

Authors of accepted lessons will receive a monetary honorarium, as well as recognition as the author of the lesson.  Accepted lessons will become the property of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), and ADE will retain all rights to publish and distribute the lessons, including in digital form.  

Guidelines for Completing an Arkansas History Lesson Plan 
Print this guide sheet and read it completely before beginning your lesson plan. 
1.  Open the Word document labeled “Arkansas History Lesson Plan
    Template” and save it to a hard drive or other storage device.  The template

    will be easily manipulated in Word. The completed lesson plan must be saved 
    and submitted in electronic form.  Saving instructions are listed in step 5.

2. View the list of K-6 Enduring Understandings.  Determine if your lesson 
    concept fits the appropriate grade level.  In the event your grade specific
    lesson plan does not exactly fit the listed Enduring Understanding, you may
    create your own and continue.

3.  Create your Essential Questions.  The number of Essential Questions will vary 
     from lesson plan to lesson plan.  

4.  Use the template list of lesson features to create your lesson plan.  Those
     items marked with an asterisk* are essential and must be included.  
5.  When completed, save the document using the following format:
AHLPDoeJaneGrade2
     (understood as ArkansasHistoryLessonPlanLastnameFirstnameGrade)
     Using this format will make it easier to file and retrieve lesson plans.  Make    

     sure to include AHLPDoeJaneGrade2 in the subject line of e-mail.
6.  Download and save to a hard drive or other storage device the document
     labeled “Affidavit.” Read and complete the affidavit form.  Without the
     appropriate signature, the lesson plan will not be considered.  This form must
     be printed, signed, and mailed to Tom Dillard (see form for proper address) 
     following the electronic submission of the lesson plan.

7.  Submit your lesson plan in electronic form to the address below:


     tomd@pgtc.com
8.  A committee of Arkansas public school teachers and historians will review all
    submissions.  They will select a number of lesson plans to initiate the
    database.  Teachers submitting lessons selected for the Arkansas History 

    Lesson Plan K-6 Project will receive a $200.00 honorarium and recognition as 

    author of the lesson.  The lesson plan will become the property of the
    Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) and the ADE will retain all rights to
    publish, modify as needed, and distribute this lesson.
9.  Questions may be addressed to Tom Dillard at the above e-mail address.

Frequently asked questions while preparing lessons for submissions:

What are Enduring Understandings?     
Enduring understandings are unit concepts intended to engage students in learning that will reach beyond the immediate classroom. This statement implicitly answers the question, “Why am I studying this?”  The committee selected enduring understandings that will anchor and establish a rationale for the unit.  

What are Essential Questions?     
Essential questions are guides for a unit that have no obvious “right” answer.  They are written to stimulate student interaction and sustain student interest. The best essential questions are open-ended, non-judgmental, meaningful and purposeful, and invite an exploration of ideas. These questions should encourage collaboration between students, teachers, and the community.
How much background information is needed?

Assuming that a teacher from any location in Arkansas may select this lesson, information should be provided that will allow that teacher to easily teach the lesson with a minimum of further study.  This feature is strictly for teacher usage and will help in the staging of the lesson.

Do I have to use every feature on the template?

Not necessarily.  The list of features was created to stimulate a wide variety of thought as the lesson plan is developed.  You may have other features you think are important, and may add as needed. The more complete a lesson is, the easier it is for a teacher to use. Those features specifically required are marked with an asterisk*.

How can I assess student learning achieved from the lesson?

Classroom assessment may take many forms.  Observation and classroom discussion can be forms of assessments, as well as projects or teacher created quizzes.  
K-6 Enduring Understandings

The Arkansas History K-6 unit development steering committee created the following enduring understandings for K-6 Arkansas History.  Accepted lesson plans will be combined to create units of instruction aligned to the current social studies framework.  Lesson plans submitted should address the appropriate enduring understanding for that grade level.  However, when creating lessons for the units, it is understood that additional enduring understandings may be discovered.  If this is the case, please write the enduring understanding that your lesson, when combined with similar lessons, will address.  
 K – E.U. = I know where I live. 
1st – E.U. = I know my place in Arkansas and the United States.

2nd – E.U. = I know my place in Arkansas and the world.
3rd – E.U. = I know how my local and state government works.

        E.U. = I know my rights and responsibilities as a citizen of Arkansas.

4th – E.U. = I know how the regions of Arkansas affect our economic history.
5th – E.U. = I know the roles Arkansas played in early American history.
6th – E.U. – I know the changes that have occurred in Arkansas since 

                   Reconstruction.
