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	Federal Waiver – Safe and Drug Free School Innovative Programs Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
	

	REFERENCES:  Authority: 

	Title IV, Part A, Subpart 1, Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Public Law 107-110


Federal Section Involved: 

Consistent with Section 4115(a)(3) of the Title IV, Safe and Drug-Free Schools, each Local Education Agency (LEA) may apply to the Arkansas Department of Education for a waiver of the requirement to implement programs that are scientifically based.  However, LEAs applying for waivers must demonstrate that funded programs or activities are innovative and have a substantial likelihood of success.  

In the NCLB, Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (37) the term ‘scientifically-based research’ 

(A) means research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures to obtain reliable and valid knowledge relevant to education activities and programs; and 

(B) includes research that—

(i) employ systematic, empirical methods that draw on observation or experiment; 

(ii) involves rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the stated hypotheses and justify the general conclusions drawn;

(iii) relies on measurements or observational methods that provide reliable and valid data across evaluators and observers, across multiple measurements and observations, and across studies by the same or different investigators;

(iv) is evaluated using experimental or quasi-experimental designs in which individuals, entities, programs, or activities are assigned to different conditions and with appropriate controls to evaluate the effects of the condition of interest, with a preference for random-assignment experiments, or other designs to the extent that those designs contain within-condition or across-condition controls;

(v) ensures that experimental studies are presented in sufficient detail and clarity to allow for replication or, at a minimum, offer the opportunity to build systematically on their findings; and

(vi) has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent experts through a comparably rigorous, objective, and scientific review.

In order for a waiver to be granted, the waiver request must be in writing and must include a thorough description of how the activities supported will meet the criteria listed below.  
a) Be innovative and demonstrate a likelihood of success.

b) Be designed to prevent and/or reduce violent or disruptive behavior, and/or the use, possession and distribution of illegal drugs and alcohol.

c) Be developmentally and age appropriate for the population receiving the program.

d) Be consistent with meeting the Principle of Effectiveness.

e) Have a minimum of 3-5 years of impact and outcome data that demonstrates a significant change in attitude and/or behavior, violence, disruptive behavior, and substance use.
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PROGRAM PROFILE


Basic Program Information
	Name of Program:
	

	Local School System:
	

	Contact Name:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	E-Mail:
	


Type of Program:  (check all that apply)
(  ATOD-Use Prevention
(  Parent


(  School-wide Climate

(  Student Discipline

(  Violence Prevention
(  Other 




Primary Target Group(s) to be served:

	
	Elementary
	Middle
	High

	Students
	K
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	School Staff
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private, Non-profit
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If other specify
	
	
	

	Total Schools Served
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Targeted Changes:  (check all that apply)
(  Attitude

(  Behavior/Skills

(  Knowledge
(  Perceptions

(  Other (specify):  ___________________________________________________________

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Implementation Plan for this Program:  (provide brief narrative to address the following questions)
1.
Has this program been implemented in your LEA in the past (regardless of funding source)?     Yes  (  No  (   Provide a brief description and history describing the number of years implemented, program expansion, program sustainability, etc.
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2.
Over what time period will the program be implemented? What content area(s) will be covered during the program implementation?

3.
Who will be responsible for delivering program activities and services directly to students?  Give specific qualifications or attach resume.  List the responsibilities of the person directly responsible for the delivery of program curriculum and activities and tell how this person will receive training.
4.
What tracking forms (implementation checklist, report form, or other monitoring instrument) will be used to assess accountability of program implementation at the classroom level and at the school level? (attach samples)
5.
If program was used in past years, identify any challenges with program implementation that schools experienced.  What are the strategies that will be used to improve program implementation for 2007-2008 school year?
6.
List at least two primary scientifically-based research strategies implemented in this program (e.g. social skills training, mentoring, peer leaders, etc.).  Include bibliographic citations from peer reviewed articles published within the last ten (10) years for each strategy listed.  (If you are unsure of what strategies to list, contact the program developer.) 
7.
If this program has been evaluated in the school, please provide a brief summary of the most recent evaluation results which will demonstrate measurable program outcomes or other data about program effectiveness.  What year was the evaluation performed?  
      If this program has not been evaluated, will an outside evaluator be used?   
(  Yes
    (  No
Protective Factors

Please indicate with a check mark (√) if any of these protective factors are included as a strategy in the program.  Protective factors are any circumstances that promote (individual family school peer and community) healthy youth behaviors and decreases the chance that youth will engage in risky behaviors.  Researchers believe protective factors operate in three ways.  First, they may serve to buffer risk factors, provide a cushion against negative effects.  Second, they may interrupt the processes through which risk factors operate.  For example, a community program that helps families learn conflict resolution may interrupt a chain of risk factors that lead youth from negative family environments to associate with delinquent peers.  Third, protective factors may prevent the initial occurrence of a risk factor, such as child abuse.  For example, infants and young children who are easy-going may be protected from abuse by eliciting positive, rather than frustrated, responses from their parents and caregivers. 
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Individual









YES        
NO
· Positive/resilient temperament





   (

(
· Religiosity/valuing involvement in organized religious activities

   (

(  
· Social competencies and problem-solving skills



   (

(
· Perception of social support from adults and peers



   (

(
· Healthy sense of self







   (

(
· Positive expectations/optimism for the future



   (
            (
· High expectations







   (
  
(
Family










YES

NO
· Good relationships with parents/bonding or attachment to family

 (

(
· Opportunities and reward for pro-social family involvement


 ( 

(
· Having a stable family






 (
            (
· High family expectations






 (

(
School










YES

NO
· School motivation/positive attitude toward school



  (

(
· Student bonding and connectedness 



 
 
  (

(
(attachment to teachers, belief, commitment)




· Academic achievement/reading ability and mathematics skills

  (

(

· Opportunities and rewards for pro-social school involvement

  (
 
(
· High-quality schools/clear standards and rules




  (

(
· High expectations of students





   
  (

(
 
· Presence and involvement of caring, supportive adults
                          (

(
Peer










YES

NO
· Involvement with positive peer group activities and norms 

   (

(
· Good relationship with peers






   (

(

· Parental approval of friends






   (

(

Community









YES 

NO
· Economically sustainable/stable communities
  (

(
· Safe and health-promoting environment/supportive law 


  (

(
enforcement presence 
· Positive social norms







  (

(
· Opportunities and rewards for pro-social community 


  (

(
involvement/availability of neighborhood resources
· High community expectations





  (
            (
· Neighborhood/social cohesion





  (

(
 
Other (specify)
If there are any additional questions, please call 501-683-5425.
Please submit the program file, program description and protective factors by January 14, 2008, to:
Otistene Smith, Federal Program Liaison

Safe and Drug-Free School Program Officer
Arkansas Department of Education

# 4 State Capitol Mall, Room 304-B

Little Rock, AR 72201-1071
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