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ARKANSAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: 
2008 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR IMPACT ARKANSAS CLASSROOMS TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE

Helen Eaton, a teacher at Holcomb Elementary in Fayetteville, has been named 2008 Arkansas Elementary English Teacher of the Year by ACTELA, the state’s organization for teachers of English language arts. Ms. Eaton has co-edited two books: Spark the Brain, Ignite the Pen: Quick Writes for Kindergarten through High School Teachers and Beyond and The Flavor of Our Words. In addition, Ms. Eaton has 23 years of experience in teaching second through fourth grades and has been a Northwest Arkansas Writing Project teacher-consultant for workshops, for writing conferences held at the University of Arkansas, and at various school districts for the past ten years. She earned a master’s degree in Educational Administration, and a bachelor’s in Elementary Education from the University of Arkansas. She serves on the Arkansas Reading Content Advisory Committee and Rangefinding Committee for the fourth-grade Benchmark Exam, and she has served on and chaired many committees such as M.A.T. Mentor University-School Partnership, the School Improvement Council, Arkansas Smart Start, and the Young Authors Conference Committee.

D. Theresa Harris, a teacher at Cloverdale Middle School in Little Rock, has been named 2008 Arkansas Middle School English Teacher of the Year. She is an outstanding selection based on her teaching innovations and service to her students and parents. She has been teaching in the Little Rock School District for 21 years and has earned a Master of Arts in Teaching from Harding University and a Bachelor of Science in Education from Henderson State University.  Ms. Harris’s outstanding achievements include past Teacher of the Year at both Cloverdale and Southwest Middle Schools, as well as Teacher of the Year with Volunteers in Public Schools. 
Sue Shipp, a teacher at South Side High School in Bee Branch, has been named 2008 Arkansas High School English Teacher of the Year.  She has a passion for teaching and learning.  Reflecting her love of learning, Ms. Shipp states, “The main thing I have learned as a teacher is that I can never stop learning.  Education is an ongoing process.  I know that if I am to be a successful teacher, I must continue to learn new strategies to use in my classroom.  Not only is education constantly changing, students and their needs are constantly changing.  We as teachers must be up to the challenge.  I love learning.  That is why I am in this profession.” 

Toran Isom of Conway has been named 2008 Arkansas Higher Education English Teacher of the Year. She teaches full time at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock in the Department of Rhetoric and Writing.  She is also the creator and voice of National Public Radio’s “Once Upon a Book,” airing twice daily on KLRE/ KUAR. Ms. Isom is a public speaker, a teacher and parent educator, and an advocate for issues involving social justice, child advocacy, literacy, and racial and gender equity.  Her undergraduate degree in Elementary and Special Education and her master’s degree in Reading are both from the University of Central Arkansas.  She earned her doctorate in Educational Leadership from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  
