Poetry Out Loud

Fact Sheet

Contest Structure
Poetry Out Loud uses a pyramid structure. Beginning at the classroom level, winners from each class will advance to the school-wide competition. Each school will send a finalist to the state-capital competition. Ultimately, one student per state will advance to the National Finals in Washington, DC.  More than 300,000 students will take part in Poetry Out Loud this year.

NCTE Standards and Classroom Time

Poetry Out Loud satisfies more than half of the NCTE English Language Arts Standards.  The Teachers’ Guide includes all elements the teacher needs to implement the program, from tools to help students memorize and perform great poems, to optional lesson plans to give students the opportunity to discuss poems and to write poetry of their own.  
The schedule and curriculum for Poetry Out Loud have been intentionally designed to fit into a teacher’s busy schedule without much disruption.  The program takes place in the classroom over about two to three weeks, according to each teacher’s interest and schedule, and will not require full class periods during that time.

Free Program Materials  

· Teachers’ guide to help instructors teach recitation and performance 

· A comprehensive Web site, http://www.poetryoutloud.org, that includes program materials, writing activities, and lesson plans

· An extensive online poetry anthology of approximately 500 poems 
· Hardcopy anthologies of approximately 130 poems

· Audio CD of distinguished actors and writers reciting and talking about poetry

· Media guides and promotional materials

Prizes

Each winner at the state level will receive $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip (with a chaperone) to travel to Washington, DC, for the National Finals.  The state winner’s school will receive a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books.  A runner-up in each state will receive $100, with $200 for his or her school library.  Winners will receive $50,000 total in scholarships and school stipends at the National Finals, with a $20,000 college scholarship for the Poetry Out Loud  National Champion.

Contest Timeframe and Deadlines:

Poetry Out Loud will be implemented in schools in the fall of 2008 and early winter of 2009.   Each state will run its state finals by mid-March 2009.  The Arkansas state finals will be held on the Pulaski Technical College campus in North Little Rock, AR, on Saturday, March 7, 2009. The National Finals will take place on April 26-28, 2009 in Washington, DC.  
