School Year 2009-10 Timelines* 
Local Education Agency (LEA) Request for Proposal (RFP) For 
Food Service Management Company (FSMC) Contract
*Failure to meet any listed deadline dates will result in the termination of the LEA RFP process.  The District will be required to complete the entire process for the following year.

April 3*
Deadline for LEA’s Written Notification to Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), Child Nutrition Unit (CNU) of Intent to Procure Food Service Management Company (FSMC) services
April 17*
Deadline for LEA’s Submission of Completed FSMC RFP for Written
Approval by ADE, CNU.
May 8 
Written Approval or Rejection of RFP sent to LEA by ADE, CNU
May 15*
Deadline for First Publication date for Public Notice of Release of RFP in
Statewide Newspaper (must be published on 3 dates within 2 week period between May 15th and May 22nd).
May 15*
Deadline for Formal Release of RFP by LEA to FSMCs Registered with CNU

May 22
Deadline for FSMC vendors to submit written questions concerning RFP to
LEA for written response in form of addendum.
May 22
Deadline for FSMC to notify LEA of intent to attend LEA Pre-Bid Meeting.
May 26
LEA Holds Pre-bid Meeting with all interested AR Registered FSMCs with public walk through of campuses, food preparation and serving sites.
May 26
LEA provides written response to all RFP Questions received from all Bidders. LEA written response is in form of an addendum to RFP.
May 28
FSMCs submit written questions arising from Pre-Bid Meeting to LEA.
June 2
LEA sends written response to Pre-Bid Meeting Questions to all potential bidders in form of an addendum to RFP. 

June 5
Deadline for opening of Bids to LEA. 
June 12*
Submit Final Recommendation for RFP Award and all Bid Responses to
State Agency for final approval before awarding bid. 
 June 22
Must obtain final written approval from ADE, CNU prior to submitting 



recommendation to the School Board for approval. 
July 1
Award Bid (On or Before July 1) Requires School board Approval Prior to Bid Award.  LEA to provide written award notice to successful FSMC Contractor to procure food, train staff, and implement business plan. 
July 1, 2009 Effective date of the 2009-10 LEA and FSMC Contract     
- June 30, 2010  
Future ADE, CNU Approved LEA Contract Extensions will be from July 1 to June 30th.

