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The Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit’s Deaf/Blindness Project and the Technology and Curriculum Access Center, Easter Seals Arkansas will present “Assistive Technology Consideration and Implementation for Students with Deaf/Blindness and Multiple Disabilities”, a day long training at several sites during the spring and summer of 2009.  The purpose of this day long workshop is to assist school teams in considering the need for assistive technology for students with Deaf/Blindness and Multiple Disabilities, planning and acquisition of assistive technology devices when appropriate and implementing assistive technology services and monitoring the progress of students in using the devices and making progress in their educational curriculum.
The intended audience for this training is special education teachers, paraprofessionals, therapists, sensory specialists and parents of students with Deaf/Blindness and Multiple Disabilities.  Participants should plan to come as a team of three to five with one or more target students in mind.  Each team will receive a copy of the Assistive Technology Planner, created by the National Assistive Technology Research Institute (NATRI) at the University of Kentucky, which is collection of materials published and distributed by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  
Topics covered in this workshop include:

· Characteristics of learners with Deaf/Blindness and Multiple Disabilities

· Definitions of Assistive Technology Devices and Services from IDEA Improvement Act

· Assistive Technology purposes associated with curriculum, IEPs and related services

· Case studies using a variety of Consideration and Planning frameworks
· Solutions: Sensory Issues: Hearing and vision issues; Mobility; Cognition; Communication, Environmental Access

· Evaluating Effectiveness of AT services and accessibility of the curriculum and school environments

Please refer to Commissioner’s Memorandum COM-09-161 for further information.  Contact Joni Courtney at joni.courtney@arkansas.gov, or Beth Bourgeois at sandra.bourgeois@arkansas.gov for further registration information or if you need further assistance from the Arkansas Deaf/Blindness Project
The Technology and Curriculum Access Center is operated by Easter Seals Arkansas in collaboration with the Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit.  The Arkansas Deaf/Blindness Project is a program of the Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit.

