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2009 
INSTITUTE DATES

Through private funding, the George
Washington Teachers’ Institute is open

to teachers in Arkansas, California,
Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Nevada, New

Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, and Oregon.

June 22-26
TEACHERS, GRADES 5 - 8

July 13-16
TEACHERS, GRADES 3 - 5

(WORKSHOP FORMAT) 

July 20-24
TEACHERS, GRADES 9 - 12

August 3-7
TEACHERS, GRADES 8 - 12

Explore the character and accomplishments 
of George Washington while living on his 

18th-century estate.

Engage in an active exploration of 
18th-century history with top historians.

Participate in interactive workshops, 
tours, fieldtrips, and group projects.

Discuss how to integrate the teaching of
history into English, Science, Math, and

Geography curricula

Return to your classroom and share new
knowledge, teaching materials, and

enthusiasm with your students

The
George

Washington
Teachers’
Institute



George Washington played a major role on the world stage for almost fifty years.  
He stood at the center of every significant event in American history from the early 

1750s until his death in 1799. To his contemporaries Washington was the symbol of a 
new and growing nation. Established in 1999, the George Washington Teachers’ Institute 

is a highly competitive program which brings teachers to Mount Vernon, Virginia for an 
intensive week of study at Washington’s home. Participating teachers immerse themselves 

in the study and discussion of this critical period of American history and the 
remarkable role George Washington played in the founding of our nation. 

For application information, please contact the Mount Vernon Education
Department, P.O. Box 110, Mount Vernon, VA  22121, 

or e-mail education@mountvernon.org. 

SAMPLE INSTITUTE SESSIONS

The French and Indian War and the Road to Independence

Washington as Commander in Chief

18th-century Economics

18-century Surveying and land acquisition

The Constitutional Convention and teaching the Constitution

Washington’s Presidency

The Classical Ideal in the 18th Century

Slavery in the 18th Century

Martha Washington and Family Life

Object Based Learning

Role Playing in the Classroom

Teaching with Primary Documents

Incorporating the Socratic Method into Classroom Teaching

All teachers accepted into the Institute will receive a travel stipend and reside on the grounds of Washington’s home 
(Teachers will arrive on the Estate the Sunday preceding the Institute and depart on the following Saturday, except those
attending the July 13-16 program, who will depart on Friday).  Participants are required to complete one lesson plan for 

dissemination to teachers across the nation on the Mount Vernon website.


