Why?  
An Attempt

to Answer Perplexing Questions

About the Holocaust

18th Holocaust Conference

Offered by: The Arkansas Holocaust Education Committee

Conference Site: The Jones Center for Families, Springdale, Arkansas

November 13, 2009

Arkansas Holocaust Education Committee

· Dr. Barry Brown, Retired University Professor of Exercise Science, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Campus

· Dr. Evan Bukey, Retired Professor of History, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Campus 

· Connie Crisp, Service Learning English Teacher, Fayetteville High School, Fayetteville, Arkansas

· Dr. Grace Donoho, Director of Education/Grants Administrator, Jones Center for Families, Springdale, Arkansas

· Dr. Jennifer M. Hoyer, Assistant Professor of German, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Campus

· Susan Johnson, Retired Elementary School Teacher, Fayetteville, Arkansas

· Dorothy Reif, Resident, Fayetteville, Arkansas

· Dr. Richard Sonn, Associate Professor of History, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Campus

· Thelma Tarver, Retired High School English Teacher, Fayetteville, Arkansas
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8:30 am   - 9:00 am
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Break 
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Introducing Our Presenters…

· Dr. Alex Alvarez  

Dr. Alex Alvarez earned his Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of New Hampshire in 1991 and is a Professor in the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Northern Arizona University. From 2001 until 2003 he was the founding Director of the Martin-Springer Institute for Teaching the Holocaust, Tolerance, and Humanitarian Values. His main areas of study are in the areas of collective and interpersonal violence, including homicide and genocide.  His first book, Governments, Citizens, and Genocide was published by Indiana University Press in 2001 and was a nominee for the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences book of the year award in 2002, as well as a Raphael Lemkin book award nominee from the International Association of Genocide Scholars in 2003. His other books include Murder American Style (2002), Violence: the Enduring Problem (2008), and Genocidal Crimes (2009). He has also served as an editor for the journal Violence and Victims, was a founding co-editor of the journal Genocide Studies and Prevention, was a co-editor of the H-Genocide List Serve, and is an editorial board member for the journals War Crimes, Genocide, and Crimes Against Humanity: An International Journal, and Idea: A Journal of Social Issues. He has been invited to present his research in various countries such as Austria, Bosnia, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, and Sweden. Dr. Alvarez also gives presentations and workshops on various issues such as violence, genocide, and bullying.

· Elliott Dlin

Born in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, Elliott Dlin completed an MA in Modern European History before moving to Israel in 1977.  He taught high school in Jerusalem, then spent 22 years working for Yad Vashem, Israel’s premier Museum and Memorial on the Holocaust where he focused on teacher training, curriculum development and curating exhibitions on Jewish history and the Holocaust.  

Dr. Elliott is writing a comparative study of Holocaust Museums in North America for fulfillment of a PhD dissertation in Museum Education at the University of British Columbia, in Vancouver Canada.  From January 2002 he has been serving as the Executive Director of the Dallas Holocaust Museum/ Center for Education and Tolerance, which is in the West End, just across from The Sixth Floor Museum.  

· Sol Factor

Mr. Sol Factor has been a Holocaust Educator for over 30 years. He previously taught at Cleveland Heights High School where he taught a history elective entitled, “The Lessons of the Holocaust.” In 1998 he was selected to be a Mandel Fellow through the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Mr. Factor has traveled frequently to the sites of the Holocaust in both Western and Eastern Europe. He has written teacher guides for several publications and documentaries among which are the teacher guides for Tell Them We Remember and the documentary, Hidden: Poland Part I. Mr. Factor has conducted workshops on the subject of the Holocaust, and has presented at national conferences on the subject of “The Many Roles of Children During the Holocaust.” Mr. Factor is currently a part-time instructor in the history/Jewish studies department at Kent State teaching courses on Holocaust.

· Nancy Kersell

Ms. Nancy Kersell has been teaching Holocaust studies courses at Northern Kentucky University since 1996. She has published numerous articles on Holocaust literature/education and conducted teacher training workshops and community outreach programs nationally and internationally. She participated in the 2000 American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors teacher seminar in Poland and Israel, and in 2004 and 2006 she was selected to participate in seminars sponsored by the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies (CAHS) at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington. In 2008, she was awarded a one-month summer grant by the CAHS to develop curriculum, and as a result she is now teaching a new online graduate course on Holocaust literature, a new undergraduate upper-division course in Holocaust literature, and will be teaching an experimental course on The Holocaust in Film during the summer of 2009.  

· Dr. David Lindquist

David H. Lindquist, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the School of Education and co-director of the Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Indiana University Purdue University Fort Wayne, where he teaches courses in social studies and language arts methods, curriculum, research methods, and Holocaust pedagogy. He is also a Museum Teacher Fellow and Regional Museum Educator for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum; a Fellow of the Teacher Fellowship Program of the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors; and a Distinguished Teacher of the White House Commission on Presidential Scholars.
· Jacqueline Littlefield

Ms. Jacqueline Littlefield, Education Coordinator for the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine (HHRC), is responsible for conducting workshops and professional development training on the Holocaust and human rights for educators and works with students throughout the state of Maine.  She has journeyed to Germany and Poland four times to visit the concentration camps and other historic sites and has participated in the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers Program to Israel.  She recently participated in the Goethe-Institut Transatlantic Outreach Program for social studies educators to Germany.  In recognition of her Holocaust work she received a Museum Teacher Fellowship from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1999 and a Joseph Zola Fellowship from the Maurice Greenberg Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Hartford in 2000.  Jackie was named Maine Holocaust Educator of the Year in 1999.
· Sue Schaeffer

Ms. Sue Schaeffer was a Museum Fellow with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum during the 2003-2004 school year.  This is her fourth year presenting at the Arkansas Holocaust Education Conference. Although she lives in Southern California, she keeps returning because of the warmth, commitment, and passion of the people who organize the conference each year—as well as the teachers and students who attend it.  Ms. Schaeffer currently teaches English at Eleanor Roosevelt High School in Corona, California, where she teaches tenth graders and other teachers about the Holocaust and its lessons for us today.
· Rev. Kevin P. Spicer, C.S.C.

Rev. Kevin P. Spicer, C.S.C., is associate professor of history at Stonehill College, Easton, Massachusetts.  At Stonehill, Spicer chairs the college’s Catholic-Jewish Dialogue Committee that promotes understanding and discussion between members of both traditions in the college and surrounding communities.  Spicer’s research centers on the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the German state under National Socialism.  He is the author of Hitler’s Priests:  Catholic Clergy and National Socialism (North Illinois University Press, 2008) and Resisting the Third Reich: The Catholic Clergy in Hitler’s Berlin (North Illinois University Press, 2004) and editor of Antisemitism, Christian Ambivalence, and the Holocaust (Indiana University Press, 2007).  He has also published articles in a variety of journals such as Church History, Historisches Jahrbuch, and Holocaust and Genocide Studies.  Spicer is a member of the Church Relations Committee of the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and a priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross.

· Dr. James Waller

Dr. James Waller, an Affiliated Scholar with the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, is a widely-recognized scholar in the field of Holocaust and genocide studies.  He has taught at the University of Colorado, the University of Kentucky, Asbury College, and Whitworth University, as well as holding international visiting professorships at the Technical University in Berlin (1990) and the Catholic University in Eichstatt, Germany (1992).  Waller has been awarded summer fellowships by, and been a teaching fellow with, the Holocaust Educational Foundation at Northwestern University (1996 and 2007-2009) and at the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. (1999, 2003, and 2005).  He is also regularly involved as an instructor for the Raphael Lemkin Seminar for Genocide Prevention at the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation.  These seminars, held in conjunction with the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, introduce mid-level government officials from around the world to issues of genocide warning and prevention.  In October 2008, Waller was invited to present a briefing on genocide prevention for the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research and the CIA Directorate of Intelligence.  This briefing, part of an annual forum on genocide prevention, focused on the psychological aspects of prevention of genocide and human rights abuses.  Most recently, in January 2009, Waller was selected for the inaugural class of Carl Wilkins Fellows by the Genocide Intervention Network.  This fellowship program is designed to foster sustained political will for the prevention and cessation of genocide. 

 

Waller’s book on perpetrators of genocide, Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing (Oxford University Press, 2002), was praised by Publisher’s Weekly for “clearly and effectively synthesizing a wide range of studies to develop an original and persuasive model of the process by which people can become evil.”  In addition to being used as a textbook in college and university courses around the world, Becoming Evil also was short-listed for the biennial Raphael Lemkin Award from the International Association of Genocide Scholars and was released in a revised and updated second edition in March 2007.  Concepts from Becoming Evil have been the basis for an international best-selling novel (The Exception by Christian Jungersen) and a play currently being workshopped at UCLA.

· Eva and Ken Wilde 

Eva Rosemarie Landsberger, an only child, was born in Berlin Germany on August 14, 1927 and lived with her parents  on the outskirts of Berlin in Niederschoeneweide,  Heinstrasse 27.  In January 1939 she left Germany and went to England with the Kindertransport. She will talk about these experiences, her life in Germany before she departed, her newly adopted English family, her schooling etc.  All this, through the eyes of a child and non-political, as her parents tried to shield her from the  growing Nazi threats.

Ken Wilde was born in November, 1923, in Berlin, Germany.  He was nine years old when Hitler assumed the Chancellorship of the German Reich in 1933. He still remembers the torchlight parades and threatening  songs of the marching brown-uniformed Nazi SA columns, the "Boycott" of Jewish businesses  in April of 1933 and his family’s late night escape to Prague and the French  city of Strasbourg when some of his father's employees attempted to "Aryanize" his business. They returned when things calmed down somewhat and he and his brother went through the usual Prussian school system of four years in grade school, but he could only go for  five years to the Gymnasium, since  Jewish children were expelled from public schools after 1938.

It was his great fortune that his mother had a friend in England who gave German lessons to a lady who expressed an interest in taking in a German Jewish child by way of the "Kindertransport."  This evacuation process had been organized by the British Government along with numerous Jewish agencies, collectively known as the "Bloomsbury House," to provide a temporary safe haven. His parents made the hard decision to sign him up for one of these transports, feeling somewhat relieved in the knowledge that they would all soon be reunited by emigrating to Chile, a prospect that in the end turned out to be a fraud.

He left for England on an American liner along with numerous other children, aged five to teenage. He often thinks of the heartache of the separation, especially on the part of the parents. “We children were too excited to shed many tears.” At the Liverpool Street Station in London he was handed over to his new foster mother and the two of us, who could barely communicate, made our way by tube to  Harrow,  the West London suburb where they lived. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilde live in St. Louis, Missouri. While both originally  came from Berlin, Germany, they did not know of each other until they met  at a function for newcomers at Temple Israel, one of the Reform Jewish Temples in the St, Louis area. They were married in 1951 and  subsequently had three children, two boys and a girl. They are retired but keep very busy. Mr. Wilde  just finished a semester at  University of Missouri and will graduate in December with a Masters  Degree in History.  Mrs. Wilde studies piano and flute, attends Great Books discuss discussions, is active in their Temple, recently joined a health club, and play mahjong.  

