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Waiver Request and Assurance to Exclude Title I, Part A ARRA Funds in Determining an LEA’s 20 Percent Obligation for Choice-Related Transportation and Supplemental Educational Services


The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) has been granted a waiver for fiscal year (FY) 2009 of the requirement in section 1116(b)(10) of the ESEA and in 34 C.F.R. § 200.48(a)(2) to determine an LEA’s “20 percent obligation” for public school choice-related transportation and supplemental educational services (SES) based on the LEA’s total FY 2009 Title I, Part A allocation [i.e., including both its regular Title I, Part A allocation and its Title I, Part A allocation under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)]. Specifically, this waiver allows LEAs to exclude some or all of the Title I, Part A funds they receive under the ARRA in calculating their “20 percent obligation” for choice-related transportation and SES. 

If granted the requested waiver, the LEA must provide assurance that it will meet the following conditions:
· It will comply with its statutory and regulatory obligations for the provision of SES and public school choice with respect to its regular Title I, Part A allocation. 

· It will use the funds freed up by the waiver to address needs identified based on data, such as statewide or formative assessment results. 

· It will comply with all of its other Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory obligations, including the obligations in sections 1114 and 1115 to have school-wide and targeted assistance programs that "use effective methods and instructional strategies that are based on scientifically based research." 

· It will submit an amendment to its existing ARRA Title I application, that describes the data on which it relied to identify needs that will be addressed using the funds freed up by the waiver and the evidence that supports the strategies it intends to use to address those needs. 
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