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Arkansas Recovery Hotline: 1-877-682-1515

Commissioner’s Memo:  Informational


Number:  
FIN-10-075


Subject:  
ARRA Quarterly Status Updates


Date:
March 17, 2010


Contact:  
Patty Martin

Phone:    501-682-1114


Email:     patricia.martin@arkansas.gov
As previously communicated, the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) has been granted approval from the Arkansas Recovery Office to update jobs and vendor information pertaining to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) on a quarterly, rather than a monthly, basis.  The first quarterly update will occur during the week of March 29, 2010, for the quarter ending March 31, 2010.

Specific directions pertaining to the quarterly update can be found on the Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN) web site at www.apscn.org.   Select the ARRA tab from the APSCN home page, then the “Quarterly Status Update” document.

 On December 18, 2009, the Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) provided updated guidance related to the reporting of jobs created/retained funded by ARRA.  This new guidance went into effect with the quarter ended December 31, 2009.  In early January, school districts were given the opportunity to change previously reported jobs information in order to comply with the new OMB guidance.  Districts should continue to use this Guidance.  

Jobs Created, Jobs Retained are reported as a Full Time Equivalent (FTE).  In calculating an FTE, the number of actual hours worked in ARRA funded jobs are divided by the number of hours representing a full work schedule for the kind of job being estimated.

For example, if a job requires an employee to work 30 hours per week, and ARRA funds 50 percent of it, the FTE calculation would be as follows:

30 hrs per wk x 50% x 13 wks in quarter = 195 hours worked and funded by ARRA

30 hrs per wk x 13 wks in quarter = 390 hours required for full work schedule

FTE created or retained by ARRA = .50 (195 / 390)

During the CIV presentation held February 4, 2010, there were questions regarding how school districts should estimate the number of jobs created or retained for vendors paid with ARRA funds.  The federal guidance, found in OMB Memorandum M-10-08, states that “to the maximum extent practicable, information should be collected from all sub-recipients and vendors in order to generate the most comprehensive and complete job impact numbers available.”  It also states that “job estimates regarding vendors of prime- or sub-recipients should be limited to direct job impacts for the vendor and not include ‘indirect’ or ‘induced’ jobs.”  After consultation with the Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration, ADE is providing the following directions regarding job estimates for school district vendors paid with ARRA funds:

· Contractors involved with ARRA funded construction projects are required by the Davis-Bacon Act to provide the school district with certified payroll records each week.  School districts should use those records to estimate ARRA jobs pertaining to the construction project.  For purposes of school district reporting, those jobs should be classified as “jobs created” rather than “jobs retained”.

· Any vendor that is retained for the purpose of supplying services by people, such as a Supplemental Educational Services provider, would need to be included in the ARRA jobs estimate total.  These jobs should also be classified as “jobs created” rather than “jobs retained”.

Please review the specific directions found on the APSCN web site for estimating jobs and for entering updated information in the ARRA application.
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Airports | Program details

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized to award $1.1 billion in discretionary airport
improvement grants as defined by 49 U.S.C. 471 and 475. These grants will not be subject to
‘apportionment formulas. special categories, or minimum percentages of Chapter 1 of Title 49
These funds are granted directly to local airports

Public Transportation | Program details

Upon passage of the Act. $9 bilion in capital assistance and investment grants will be made
available as follows: 1) Transit Assistance ($6.9 billion) - $5.5 billion will be allotted using the
urban area formula, $690 million using the rural area formula, and the remaining $690 million
based on the population growth formula (49 U.S.C. 5307, 5311 and 5340). For Arkansas, the
transit assistance amount will be $28.0 milion. 50% to be obligated within 180 days: 2) Fixed
Guideway Infrastructure Investment (§750 milion) - Formula grants for all types of rail
trolleybus, cable car. ferryboats and high-occupancy-vehicle lanes (Arkansas is not scheduled
to receive any of this funding): and 3) Capital Investment Grants ($750 milion) - Discretionary
grants for the creation of major new fixed guideways currently under construction or in the final
design stages that could award contracts within 150 days. All of these grants can be 100%
federal
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