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ARKANSAS COUNCIL TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS:    2009 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR IMPACT ARKANSAS’S CLASSROOMS TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE

Dr. Stephanie Vanderslice, an associate professor at the University of Central Arkansas, has been named the Arkansas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (ACTELA) Higher Education Teacher of the Year. Dr. Vanderslice graduated magna cum laude from Connecticut College, and she earned a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from George Mason University and a PhD degree in English from the University of Louisiana-Lafayette.  She is a public speaker, teacher, and parent educator, as well as an advocate for issues involving social justice, child advocacy, literacy, and racial and gender equity.
Dr. Vanderslice has received the University Award for Excellence in Public Service and the Ethel Harvey Non-Fiction Essay Award, she placed second at the Deep South Writer's Conference, and she was a finalist for the University Award for Excellence in Research, Scholarship and Creativity.  Dr. Vanderslice was also elected to Phi Kappa Phi and was an invited keynote speaker at Great Writing: The International Conference on Creative Writing Theory and Practice.
Her publications include Can It Really Be Taught: Resisting Lore in Creative Writing Pedagogy, Teaching Creative Writing to Undergraduates: A Resource Guide, Revising Creative Writing in Higher Education: Programs and Practices that Work, Mothers in All But Name, Knowing Pains: Women on Love, Sex and Work in Our 40’s (featured on The Today Show, January ’09), and numerous articles of both fiction and nonfiction. 
Dr. Vanderslice is the National Program Leader and Co-Director of the National Writing Project Rural Sites Network Leadership Team, Associate Editor of New Writing: An International Journal of Creative Writing Theory and Practice.  She is on the editorial board of Professional and Higher, Creative Writing Case Studies, and WPA Journal (Writing Program Administrator’s Journal) and on the leadership team for Pedagogy Forum, Associated Writing Programs. She serves her community as a volunteer creative writing instructor at Blackbird Academy of Arts and as a board member and secretary of the Conway Association for Gifted and Talented Education.
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ACTELA has named AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) teacher Cathy Hayes from Little Rock Central as its Secondary Teacher of the Year. Ms. Hayes graduated magna cum laude with a BSE from the University of Central Arkansas. She is an accomplished, hardworking, and conscientious professional.  She is a Pathwise mentor, was nominated for Gold Apple award, founded the English Club, and is Beta Club sponsor.  Through these as well as numerous other endeavors, Ms. Hayes has established an excellent rapport with her students at Central High.
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Andrea McKenna of J.O. Kelly Middle School in Springdale has been named Arkansas Middle School Teacher of the Year by ACTELA. She earned a BA degree in Secondary Education from Southwestern Assemblies of God University and has multiple graduate hours from Arkansas Tech University. She has Smart Step, ESL (English as a Second Language) Academy, and AP (Advanced Placement) and IB (International Baccalaureate) training; she is the English department chair; and she serves on the Arkansas Benchmark Content Committee for literacy.  Ms. McKenna uses her personal experience as a first generation college graduate and an English language learner, along with instruction using research-based strategies and multiple opportunities to succeed, to help ESL students in her classroom.
Ms. McKenna was the Arkansas Middle Level English Teacher of the Year-2008 and the 2001 Gear-Up Mentor Teacher of the Year. Her solid background in education regarding reading comprehension, writing development, and her strong leadership exposure within a multicultural environment gave her the tools for implementing effective strategies in teaching ESL students. She excels in building a rapport with students, parents, and peers to ensure a quality education for all students.

Ms. McKenna sums up her philosophy with an Ignacio Estrada quote: “If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn.”  Each year she talks with her students about setting goals and creating dreams for their future.  
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ACTELA has named Sherry Jones, an English as a Second Language teacher at Grace Hill Elementary in Rogers, Arkansas English Elementary Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Jones earned a BSE degree from the University of Central Arkansas, and she has also been trained and is active in many Arkansas programs such as Early Literacy Learning in Arkansas, the Arkansas Leadership Academy, and Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol. She was the 2004 Teacher of the Year at Grace Hill Elementary.
Ms. Jones’ philosophy of providing an environment where all belong, all learn, and all succeed is one of the most important things she states that she can do as a teacher: “I must create a safe, fearless atmosphere and environment where my students feel free to take risks that will lead to higher academic achievement.  I encourage you to teach every child that walks into your room. My hope is that I continue to provide the absolute best to each and every child that comes into my classroom, that each is able to achieve and become their personal best, and that I never forget that my ‘adult mercies’ must be new every morning.” 

Ms. Jones’ community volunteer activities include work with the River of Life Medical Clinic and FBCNWA Early Childhood Education/Infant Toddler Center.  She also coordinates a Christmas program that provides help for ESL students and families.
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