Request for Applications from External Providers
of Comprehensive School Improvement Services

Monday, March 15, 2010

Applications Due: Monday, April 5, 2010 on or before 5:00 pm
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Arkansas Department of Education

Learning Services – School Improvement

Four Capitol Mall, Room 302-B

Little Rock, AR 72201
SECTION A:  INTENT 
The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) will accept applications from external providers that are experienced in designing and implementing improvement strategies for schools in school improvement.  External providers that meet the required qualifications as determined by the ADE will be posted on the Arkansas Department of Education External Provider List for 2010-2011.  

Background

Schools in need of improvement are schools that have failed to meet Adequate Yearly Progress for at least two consecutive years.  These schools need comprehensive school improvement assistance and support to reduce and eliminate achievement gaps, dramatically improve student achievement, and create and maintain effective, safe learning environments.  Schools in need of improvement that have been designated as Title I schools and/or are labeled as Tier I, Tier II, or Tier III may utilize Federal Title I 1003(a) funds to contract with external providers. 

SECTION B:  SCOPE OF WORK

Purpose

External providers must have proven qualifications in the development and implementation of strategies for the improvement of student achievement. These strategies should include the review of all facets of leadership, professional development, curriculum, delivery models and the provision and implementation of improvement strategies. The strategies must be scientific, educational and research based.  The improvements themselves should be comprehensive, performance based and measureable.
External Provider Qualifications

External providers must be able to demonstrate that they are a reputable organization with at least three (3) years of successful experience in providing school improvement strategies to schools with demographics similar to Arkansas schools.  Providers should have demonstrated success in improved teaching and learning in rural and/or urban schools and should employ highly trained and experienced personnel.  The external provider must be able to deliver the following services to contracted schools in Arkansas:

1. Comprehensive support, content, systems and delivery mechanisms that result in documented and sustained improvement among underperforming rural and/or urban schools;

2. Improvement strategies based upon scientific, educational research;

3. High-quality professional development that includes best- practice content, delivery systems and approaches to comprehensive school improvement;

4. Definite long-range and immediate goals along with collaboratively developed and implemented plans based on specific school needs;

5. Ongoing support to the district to ensure the sustainability of effort; 
6. Building of the internal leadership capacity to achieve results and ensure continuous improvement;
7. Actively engage in regular documented meetings with the district leadership and school board to develop understanding and support of the school’s effort and to ensure that the approach is systemic and comprehensive;

8. School improvement services that yield a high probability of increased student achievement; including but not limited to, formative and interim assessments
9. Services aligned with the School Level Performance Descriptors for Arkansas’ Standard and Indicators for School Improvement http://www.arkansased.org/about/pdf/sisi_041408.pdf; and
10. Plans to monitor and evaluate the implementation of school improvement strategies with regular reports to school district leaders and the local school board.
SECTION C:  APPLICATION PROCESS

Application Submission 

The application for external providers is attached.  Providers should submit two (2) copies of the application: one (1) electronic application and one (1) hard copy of the application with original signatures. The application should be in PDF format, Arial twelve point (12) font and single spaced.  Margins must be one (1) inch on all sides.  The application should not exceed ten (10) pages.
Electronic applications must be submitted to Annette.Barnes2@arkansas.gov no later than 5:00 p.m. central time on Monday, April 5, 2010. A printed copy of the application with original signatures must be postmarked no later than Monday, April 5, 2010 and should be addressed to:

Arkansas Department of Education

ATTN: Annette Barnes

Director of School Improvement

Four Capitol Mall, Room 302-B

Little Rock, AR 72201

Late or faxed applications will not be considered.

All questions should be submitted in writing to Annette Barnes by email at Annette.Barnes2@arkansas.gov or at the mailing address above.

Process for Posting the ADE External Provider List

The ADE will establish a committee to review provider applications.  Applications that require clarification will be notified and will have one opportunity to resubmit clarifications within ten (10) days of notification.  Incomplete applications will not be reviewed and will not qualify for resubmission.  The ADE will post applications that meet the qualifications of this request on www.arkansased.org
General Conditions


· The external provider shall at all times observe and comply with all laws, ordinances, regulations and codes of the federal, state, county and other local government agencies, which may affect the performance of the contract particularly such laws pertaining to safety.

· Any questions regarding the application process should be submitted in writing to the ADE.

· Districts must follow all district policies, federal requirements and state procurement laws in contracting with external providers.


· The ADE reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications.
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